The hammearhead resareair
configuration helpedtherearshocks
work smoothly over the bumps.
Chain guard is plastic, but doesn’t
WeRr oo,

The Kawasala

Finally,
the green
machine

COMmeEs,
possibly
a little
behind
the pack. ;
Lversinee Brod Cackeh wirs Camipaipn:
i o R sk fhed vess - mpn, people
haie Poen waiting csontetines inpd-
ticnrhys fiw the release of thie prodaction
mododross newhines: Most Hdersthiogshi
that the Bikes sk be relemsed abod
e e o the Elsinoei imtrodietiong:
Srraneely. there were no indications i
Foavasaki that the ashine  wisceen
Gl
Mo nearlyayear birer, thes huve jis
Bepnn o releass their new misEeenossy
padctels Thie BR300 was availables a0 we
lprtet wp the suachine: amd hedded ot

For Carlsland Eacewsiv: After thepietiney

werd ke fhe machine went htoneh &
ericlimg desl Mkl Mayes pode the bike,
Billy Pagne ran quite o few fase Taps:
Mk Cuade ot a . chanee, Jand Bolf
Tl et thmeieh his o rest With
theses thilers: plus o stafll the machine
s running almosl gnisiop far tive
Howes s B AHal Lol period of widing.

The fromnt forks work well atter a little
maodification. This i the firsttime
weve everseen a Honda-appearing
brake that cooperated like a Yamaha
brake. that was moanted an

a Kawasaki.

AOPORLILAR CYELIMNG

ot b e EE Ol Toose med n
LHE \\-ngluzi e, way frees Hun then agant.
Ol o b eaeet an hing foestay buhind
w e ol ve ki
Ervervanie seeied doccoimne Back ol the
prack s he sarmein prossion. The KX
PR ey oo ble e ling:
withe o lomg usahic powerhand-and plenty
of forgue. Morceorgue tharrhe Elsinons
B matehing bath machines iny
siraiginea s race, Lhe bikes wiere almos
abenlical, S e g dhd il Telp b
achc caceplont of the gate: where the
Foawmsaki tonk wslisht advariagc. Gnee
fom foet ant Bthomdaehines ran neck s
neck S shooll potnoor e thar both
Chrehines we e brad news ndrning trom
s otk The s ams ca s mth - eidiers ol
slnoss ideniieal weight and b
ey swilched machines and - the vesalis
were e s TU st as thotph the
Elsiineie Tas fonmd a0 feieanc,
Linferiunatel the targue adseaniaee




ips have a strange plastic coating whi
I F: . Throttle assembly we




ol the KX 250008 hampered hy the
mehines abilities on the corners. The
fromt end s exceptionally skitterish. [0
you trend the maching ke a 125, you cai
hisve - nice e ronndiang The corners,
Bt 17 won 16y 1o vide it Jike a European
miptil, the fromt el tends o wash oug

erery times Is Dere that the bike s
difenting its purpose. You can’t use the
tradditipnal torgue coming oot ot the
corners il the fooml wheel wants to poe
everviierss bt down your intended line

WG tried dliTerenn Thre pressures, mov-
ina ok pusitions and even replacing the
fork il Mothing scemed o help, There is
adilTerenee b the geoetry of the Trane
that wauses the gremiin, 1 you can adjust
o it amd expect the maching o de it
every time you teach fora herm; ol

Even though it was strange looking,
the Kawasaki's exhaust pipeemitted
too much noise. Doubled as a funnel
too, if you cut it off.

gt adong with the KX 230 just fine IF
vou 't ke a naental adjustment, it
will assuredly slow down your lap lines,
[y bave do hink about the lrong wheel
eveTy e o ey totuen the bike, vk ri
abvigusly geing o Tide slower,

Thore were o couple of ollier annoying
aspects of the bike, one being the kick
starter. The Kawasaki is plagued by the
same aype ol rigor moreis as the Honda
Elsinore. Atter a fow howrs i the dirt,
the kick starter will vefuse to swing ut,
This . s sometinres cagsed by lack of
Juhricwtion o the small ball bearing that
hides in. the: mechanisng: 1t résults’ in
sonnie foul tanguage and o loo of pulling
and - grunting. One guick cure i you're
aut on the treck away trom the pits is 1o

JA2POPULAR CYCLING

pudoa litele pag ee water on the slarter
righl where i hinges out, This will lem-
porarily free the dig from the unit and
dlles wow o kick aver the naachine. If
i, yerr T Eeing to o haee Lo fevert o
B gy searting.

Anethor reguirement of the Rick
stavter sca vubber hand o hold it in
et LT sk don't Bave the starmy s
urely etened tothe Frame 1will bounce
along merrilyy slapping you in the back
of the lep and making @ ey reitable
noise s B spins thoeopears, We siggest
wonr use g small picee of inner lube
running frimy the feame member 1o e
kick starier. 14 Relps vou to keep peace
ol mined.

15 there ever-wias o molotcycle ex-
pansion chamber with & mind of 1ts own,
s mounied on the KX 230 No matier
v tightt yor g the bolts or how strong
thie retaining springs ave, the chamber is
ening o swing aronid frechy, louking all
the world ke s caming ofll When we
First stavied riding the maching wu
checked nking Toe loose bolts or ouls.
W finally suerendered. TE i wants o
swing areund. you just have 1o ignore it

Although these theed points might
deger vau frombuying the KX 2500 there
are daiae i few Bonscs thish may tell o
o fook pwice, For instance, the machine
i excoptionally slim, almost as skine as a
fraals maching, It pives you the (i pres-
s that veu re viding o 125 instead of 4
250 s dights aml car be easily Aung
armind at will, [F you happen 1o @et a
lietle out ol shape coming ol a junip,
the Kawasaks s very easily rendered
sivaighs and drue. Same hoelds true for
lavge whpsp-dec-dons. L the bike wants
pie per woest and the rack iy lacing soreh,
vol i gt goed opeipoon it and
straighren i ol

As mentoned  hefore, - everyane who
rode the maching remarked sbout the
excellent powerband and gear ratios, [Us
got enouph fop end to send you down the
Lrack ar eve-blurring speeds. and enough
targue i bring the bike up to speed fram
a standing stop. The peat ratlos seem to
b well adjusted for just aboot any
motoeross track. OF the four fracks that
wi fested thie maching on, nang of them
even lelus top the machine out, The only
place you can find ool just how fast i is
would B fe get on a long deseried road
and wring throuph the gears.

Brakes al both ends were ‘excellent.
The frunl brake was veey similar in
performatce 1o that of the ¥Yamaha, but
it lonked suspiciously like the Honda
brake. Either way, it worked wefl fot
stapping. even if you only used two
fingers, The rear has 8 cable-operated
setis the tepe that you see often. bt
rarcly work, On the Kawasaki it worked.
The brake docsn't leck up st the wrong
Limies; nor does iChave a mushy feel ta it
Everything is positive amd precise,

Suspension on both ends were good,
bt wee felt that the front forks necded a
little something extea, They did. Afler

viding Lhe machine for a while we
installed ane of those litile fork Kits fiom
Number One products. The forks
impioved immenscly. Before the change,
wour would hit the Jarger bumps and the
Torks would hamndle the first two or three
impacts, After that they seemed to fade
away and hit the remainder of the humps
with inereasing ferocity. This isn™ Wsay
that the bars were being vanked out of
vour hands. 1t's jusi thar the forks
- meeded chat litle bitextra o booome just
right. The oil inside doesn’t have epough
timie Lo pass through and prepare for the
riext jolt, With the kit in. they had ample
timre and rebound characteristics.
The reat i equipped with bammer-
head shocks, the type you saw on Team
Kawasaki’s machines last vear. Fhe

The best way to get the machine
through the cormers fast it to get vour
weight way up on the front end.

shacks work well in Both the rough
ground and eo the smoather marbly type
surfaces, They don't heat up very muoch,
although you ean deteet consideralle
warniness atter a 45-minute mote, That's
o be expecied. They don’t handle or
veact as well as a foewand mounted shock
setup, but we Fell that they were jist
about the best performing shock. system
for the conventional settings.

The relationship of the seat 1o the bars
ane frees is jest prrfect. You ean ride all
day long and can'l excose yoursclf
because you're aching from pulled
museles due too s badly designed
maching The bavs are in a position that
gives you an almost instinetive idea of
where the machine should go. The pegs
are positionud insuch a wayr that you can
stand or it and they ave always where
youl wand thens. :

The levers are covercd with the nsual
rubber boots o kegp out the mud that
could elop them, Grips ate 4 new design,
They have a small coating of plastic over
theny, It's not slippery and wo suspect
that the grips will last lonper than thoge
found on many other machines, es-
pecially on a fall.

Borh fenders are exceptionally pliable
Most have flexy fenders nowadays, so
that's nothing new. The KX 250'%




fonders are almost a see-through white,
s0 you can check out the dirt collecting
uncer your fromt fender if you pet bored
during the race. .

Tires oo the BX are nice, although we
Fedt that a stightly wider front skin wonld
possibly help the 300x21 arrangement in
keeping the front whesl in line. The rear
is 3 4.60x18, and allows adequate frac-
tion in just about any wack condition.
Bath wheels wrap around DI rims,
another innovalion. but not totally new
o the motoreyeling world.

I seemed toous that Kawasaki waited
Justa little bit too fong to introduce their
EX 250 They probahly lost quite @ few
prospective buvers when the Elsinore
came along, Bul then there's still 2 laree
group of viders who have been waiting for
this machine. It has quite a few good
selling points. Tt's lapanese, thus very
little maintenanee is absolutely neaded.
105 vompetitively priced, very close to the

Fmim Mikuni fed
the engine well
and was an
added boostin
getting the bike
fired. It was a
three-kick
madchine,

BELOW — 246cc
engine gives out
enough torgue to
keep just about
anyone happy.
Mote rubbar band
that holds on
kicl starter-
opticnal
equipmeant.

=

1
Supgestad Retail Price: $1150
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exhaust pipe Mapping in the brocze; the S
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