E-Dor't confuse the Kawasalk KXES0A-5

r\"a.l.tl last vear's A-d reodel. The A-4 was
:m. om power, 5ho.r+ an mspensm“

Gears ha?elheen altered. ;

rake have been decreased. The crankshalt
has been beeled up. The air box was re-
designed. The seat, bars, side pansls,
miitler; sleering stevn and handlebars are
all different.

THE EWACKER PHILOSOPHY

The Kawasak] K230 A5 s the besl-
made [apanese 250 on the showrsom foors
in 1979, Not the fastest, the best- handlineg
or best-suspended, bat bevond all doulbt
the most thoughthully censtructed, The
gold-anodized rims highlight the agold /8
swingarm, which in turn attracts aﬁwﬂmm
tes the dished-cut and hollow bolts. The

Electro-fusicn cvlinderis exirarmcly iﬁ;[hi
and has a dood du?ﬁbility record. Each ;

pistce of the A-5 shows that Kawasaki

] =

EAWESHIE“S'GH_RHPEC;I.EGE
H Kawasaki's molooross record isin-

dicative'of cnething, if is summedupin 0
the motor. From the days of the (Green- :

streak ﬂ'smuqh the first hO‘I."SEi'.HD‘WH ;

—r———

“'member IIm‘H:heﬁ ﬁéshﬂanchegkpger

= ;
apmwn.ﬂdn I h@s'l::nwed a hit,

SP‘I.]T PEHEQHMITY
motor i only halfof the'stor
—'u'l ) pped around the black beautyis & Dr.
vl and Mr. Hyde framie. The Kawasaki
hancdling package can get the Wbdﬂr&e-. :
and in many cases it is betfer tﬁan:halfei
its iTrﬂI!—"htf‘ ra. Bk itiga m*npmm:se
package thatian't really spol-an. it
The A-S'can be dissected inhalf, an-:l
you have two completely s differentn
.C}'CLES "'hEl !m‘:lt of themﬂph

e

than last year's bike. That two in “i’&“m ;
s front o the =
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made in Greenland.

The KX250 is so green that it is a wonder the bike is scheduled to be p

roduced in Nebraska next year. It should be

#

mushy. I you foy to snap the KX250
throuagh a fight inslde line, the front end
will dart rapidly around the corner, and
then begin to hunt and peck while the rest
of the bike follaws. The short trail and
steep rake might work on a lower and
shorter machine, but hauling the freight
torces the front end to ssarch and wiggle
on bermless or Hlat turns,

GETTING IT [N

The front forks affer 11 inches of travel
and they werk. Kaveba supplies Suzuki;
Yamzha and Kawasaki, and they are a
good workaday fork. Dialing in produe-
Hon-line Kayabas s a slmple task fora
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rider who knows his cils and air pressures,

The rear shocks might be all right, but
the full-length proaressive soring is ajoke.
The shooks are cverdamped and under-
sprund. fou can push the rear of the
EX23) down with your hands and count ta
tura befare it returns: Si’c’ring o the Bike
will cail-bind several of the green soring's
winidings. We bottorned the 250 every-
where, Upping the preload only manages
to keep upwith s2g. The springs must go.
The lacal pros” Kawasakis always sport Fex |
Airshox in SoCal.

The biks does wark. You can get around
2 racetrack with surprisingly good lap

times. The great motor is largely respon-

zible for the K's akility tometivate, but
the whole package is raceabls. The
geometry and suspention flaws ars largely
the result of compromises o achisve a
working product. It works. It is flawsd.

Biding the KX is fun. You climbyon
board and fesl right at hame, The seat is
tall, but the sacging rear end gets your
feet to the ground. The 38mm Mikuni and
decent kickstarter will fire it up on one
kick. Shilt laver position i oritical to en-
sure good gear-grabking. The tranny
wozks faultlessly, but the lever needs o be
adjusted for each rider. The brake pedal
ficks up-against the right side cases, It is
cast out of aluminum. If you wrap it




The lack of chain tensioners is made up for by cleverly
positioned rollers. The gold-anodized swingarm is strong

and long.

functional and handsame.

around 4 peg you will have tosall the bike
to buy anew pedal. Thers are no bulges.
Everything is sleck and smooth.

Pull the clutch in and learn i listen to
the maoter. It makes those mellow meaning
soutice ae it comes onto the power pocket.
chort shifting it through the gears, before
the revs build up, will reward you with a
melody of lorque.

Az vou approach that first hairpin cor-
ner, logk for the berm and use it. Slay in
berme and ruls and the guick front and
shaggishly handling rear won't be 2 prob-
lern. Slide up on the tank and boogie. Shift
upr a gear at the base of each jump and loft
the KX into flight. Set up for the flat

Although not sleek and svelie, the Kawasaki is b

£E7

rutishly
halt mill.

sweeper by sliding up onio the hump-
backed plastic tank. Keep the weight on
the front end, unless you know how ta
dance, and apply the throttls deliberately.
If you get the front end hooked up, the
raar will move out about a fool and short-

track you around the sweeper. Back off the |

throttla toc scon and meet the snow lencel
Grabtoo big a handiu] and watch your
rear end pass vou! Down the shert chute,
the big whots are ahead. The front end
pogos aliltle, but it's OK. The raar wheel
doesn't wigals ar swap, it just seems to
plow through the reugh. After the first lag
voul kricw what toexpect and you can start
0 get more pawer o the ground.

The maximum 250 motor! The reed-valved KX250 has
ponies, {forque and spread on every other deuce-and-a-

M

BITS AND PIECES

The front number plate is a disaster,
Chur frent brake cable hooked over the
edige of the number plate and locked the
fromt brake. The KX needs to have another
cable guide mounted at the top of the
triple clamps. Don't ride the KX without
using & zig tie, or something, io keepthe
cable irom hooking up and killing you.

The braks cable-ralated crash buckled
up the side panels. A hammer straight-
ensd the side panel brackets, but
they are prone to breaking off. The plastic
ek the abuse, but hazy white stresks
were left whers i was bent,

The handarips are a King Keng left-
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Bel-Ray MC-1 s the
number cne 2-cycke lubri-
cant in theworld, Inthe
1975 racing season Team
Honda and Team Kawasaki
refied exclusively on Mc-
for all their racing. In the
SAME 523501 Yamaha,
Suzuki and Husgvarna:all waorn:
World Champlonships using Bel
MC-. In fact, maore Factory Teams.
Champion Riders around the watid
race prepare their machines using M1

The ngw Improved MCT ofifars ave
better performance. Litrahigh fifrm

;
I i
T i

BEL-RAY COMPANY, INC.. INTERNATIGNAL CORP HDQTRS
B Bow 535, Sarmingdate, MO OTTAT, (P00 238-2421. Tedes 132475
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strength zliows MC-1 to be
mixed at higher diltion ratios
O reduca engine Cempera-
ture for maximum par-
formance. MC1 clings to hot
engine parts 1o nelp protect
and its detergant additives

- burn clean.to extend engine
fife. MC-1 nevarseparates afcer
HERHing 3

Remeniber, noboay gives you
Agmber one.. you have to earn it

- 5aid only through guality motor-
cycle dealers around the world,

MATHONAL SALES OFFICE
581 5. Saxvie Cofoge B, Fillanen, A PR3 7} 7558470

e

The front brake cable surreptitiously
avoids the cable saver number plate '
and gets wedged behind it. The out- ‘
come of this devilish activity is a

Flying W, Q and R. Itis deadly. \

/ i
Every boli is either dished out or
drilled out for lightness. The KX
weighs 214 dry, which is four pounds
lighter than the Honda.

e e e T T anrr
over. They are the fattest production grips "
arcunc. Toss themn into 2 fattrash kin.

Fwivel the throttle housing backwards go
that the throttle cable exils the bars out of
harm's way (aimed rearward). |

The rear motor meunts, above and be- |
hind the engine, are the only areas of
concern for reqular KX racers. We broke |
a clutch lever bracket, and nothing els=, |
during the lest period. The KX doesn't uss |
a spring-losded chain tensioner, but i
makes excellent use of staticnary rollers to
keepthe chaintiahe. Thechainisa DID
TH, which iz the best DID chain available.

The ¥¥'s countershaft and swingarm givot



The footpags are a little short for most riders but i
the riding position is comfortable, and 1the new G A
bars are an improvement.

1
KAWASAKI KX250 A5
SPECIFICATIONS
MAKE ............... .. Kawasaki ||
MBEEL. e k250 A-5 [
| COUNTEY OF |
i MAMNUFACTURE ..........Japan | |
BETAILPRICE . ;. ..... . ... M A |
EMNGINE:
Type . .Single, two-stroke; reed-valve
Bore and Stroke . . 70rmamxEd 8mm
Displacement ... . ... ....... 248cc
Comprassion Ratio . ety S|
Carburetion .. . . B&r:r I".-'I|kun| |
ani‘tiun_._............ o] n ]|
Lubrication . ., .......... __Prg-rnix
PV T 5T e e R e Dilad fagm
Trangmission ... ....... Five-speed
CHASSIS DIMENSIONS:
Overall Length .. ... .. . E5.4 inches
Overalf Width ... 34 8inches bt
Overall Height .., ., . . 48 dinches i
Whesalbasa ... ... .0 57 Sinches : S
Ground Clearance. . . .. 73.4 inches Addres Apta
Dry Waight .. . .. oo 2T pounds
- - : : e EUSPEHSFDN
Gone ara tha little cooling fins from Front . . Air/spring Kayaba (11 inchas) “f” State/ Lip
last year. The forks are overdamped, Rear. oo Rayaba gas/resarvoir | | Lo,
but thanks to strong triple clamps (Ilinches! | |
they work well. Lr
point are not very close logether, bt the come upwith tank decals that stick.
chain was rict o problem, The price isn'l set by Eawasaki and iz
The Tiple clamps are sturdy and use two | Ieff up to the individual dealer, who pEyea
bolts 2t sach pinch peint. The rigid clamps | healthy sum for the bike, but it should be
aid the forks in working as well as they do. in the 31800 range.: Make sure that your
Thie forks werked best with five- weight el dealer will be carrying a full complement
inther. of KX parts, as the pariz availability in
The ges tank holds 2.4 gallons of gas, certain areas istotally up lo the interest
which will make the rounds of a 45-minute . | and metivation of the local dealer.
mcte. The tires are Dunlop K190s and are Allin all, the EX250 A-5 iz the ket
anexcellent all-around choice for the Kawasaki motoorosser ever, and another
average rider. Tha tark decals didn't last in a long line of super powerplants. The
o mmote. Next year every Japanese total pleasure uni ia goed, but hampered
marutacturer will be using plastic fanks by a frame geometry that was designed by |
(Henda included), and fo date riot one has acominittes. [] |
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