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tally up vates for most Tanr;ifuj Jap-
anese 250 of 19*?6 ﬂhanaﬁb are. that
metal-tiake g’rﬁen

awards. Despite wha

yone may

~say, it will most likely pe due to its

color ﬂﬂd snfhﬂg rather than its per-
formance, Oh, many a self-appointed

muﬂmrlty will faad: you fo believe that

the KX 250 is possessed of many he-
nious handiing habits. In truth, that
pm‘mcd ﬁme green metal-flake tank

- pearr ﬁnm;

nifane wnuld eteh a subcﬂnﬁcmus :
acﬂr upan any tasteful pmrcsl'ia L
Since market sales “depehd uporn o7l
waffi of rumor rathes than word of .
Allah, Kawasaki may hurt some om. . -
their 76 dirt squirtars. Too bad. L{Fw i
der that exleriur coat . of ma[ﬂ‘he_'-
the. KX 250 is every bil as good as.
most of the current crop of Si‘i:"bf--
one, half-dozen of the other Jap-
anese . molocressers. Oty Euzukf“s
neow Al 250 demenstrates nea:iam stl=
periority, as it iibaﬁ-mgr ,e;f.ﬁ&ry other |
orienial 250 aAd’ a rlimﬂhﬁr of Eum— !

pmparédhess you [I barely réﬁmg»mz:e s
it. Hoorah, tao bad every youngster ;{ ' -'
couldn’t rde one ip.a prepared state
before making the trek to the* tocal =5
degler Last sprmg we had the op-.
portunity to ride Wayre Cooke's:



Kawasaki prepared KX. For the ac-
tual physical differences, the™ total
chanee was remarkable. Seemingly,
much potential resides underneath
the lacquer.

After the first problem of an ap-
peararce which tends to make one
nof want to ride it at all, there are
a few other institutional problems
with-the KX 250, These are the same
proklems comman fo every Japanese
motocrosser, o a greater or lesser
extent. The KX comes with Dunlop
Motacross tires, 3.00x21 and 4.60x18.
These are certdinly the worst moto-
cross tires available today. The front
iz u=elessz and the rear baresly as
good as a decent 4.00. Any potential
that the KX has for turning or accel-
erating is hidden by the tires.

While those tires are having a hard
time gripping the ground, the suspsn-
sion makes matters worse by not al-
lowing them to touch the ground
more that intermittently. The forks
sadly lack any kind of appropriate
damping gqualities, They bottom, top,
and hydraulic lock in certain situa-
tions. Too bad. They happen to be the
most rigid and well-built of the cur-
rent crop of Japanese forks. Add
same approprigte damping (by ob-
taining 2 #1 Products fork kit) and
they will be mare flex free than any
af their competition.

Poor forks tend to throw weight
onto the rear wheel Unfortunate,
since the shocks are slightly undar-
gprung even for a good front end.
Tod, after a 4.60 Dunlop’s worth of
testing, the Kayaba gassers showed
a definite absence of damping, Like
everything that comes with these new
DeCarbon gas shocks, they work
reasonably ‘for the first halt a rear
tire {though they fade noticeably in
motas over 15 minutes) and pro-
gressively expire from there on. Ka-
wasaki's vertical shock stance actu-
ally seems to help them last a little
langer than on the AM Suzuki, for
exampla. :

Put the rotten tires together with
poor forks and sacked out rear
shocks and you have a pogo stick on
ice. Scary. Mot too pleasant to ride.
Too bad. Primary difference betwean
Mr. Cooke's machine and our T8 KX
was and still is tires and suspension.
Sure, his bike was lighter and fas-
ter, but the biggest difference was
in keeping it en the ground. In faet,
when reasohable suspension and
tires are added to the KX it, if mem-
ory serves correctly, actually turned
- more easily and controllably than the
real racer.

By merely substituting an IRC
3.00x21 to the front {we swiped it
fram an AM Suzuki) the KX's man-
ners were improved to a conirollable
level, i.a., it turns kind of funny, but

Snazzy looking motor, though up-pipes
are the new vogque.,
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it turns.™ A dacent rear tire assisted
in kegping the hike from picking al-
ternate directions at inopporiune mo-
ments. As ohe persan put it "Rt
always goas where the rear wheesl is
pointed, whatever direction that hap-
pens to be at that milli-second.”
Stock, the KX has a certain tendency
to go wery straight through rowugh
terrain. Difficulties arizse when the
bike is in the air, at which time it
sametimes picks a new dircction to
g stratght ing Possibly a very skilled
ridet could learn to use this to ad-
vantage. Possibly. Better to straight-
en up the suspension and qive the
whole procedure a break to begin
with, Prosthetics is suffering fram
extremely inflatakle times.

Onee the KX s properly shod and
suspended it is quite easy to ride.
The boost-ported motor supplies ex-
cellent torque and throttle responze.
It's not the sort of hike where chogs-
ing a quantity of throttle is a diffi-
cult desision. Power builds smaothly
or explosively depending solely an
how the throttle is used. For a tight,
difficult motocross course it will be
as guick as any 250 because aof its
torqua. A matter of getting off cor-
nars smartly. On a wide open, TT
style frack, the KX will need help
on the tap of its rev range to keeg up
with some of the competition. It just
doesn’t rev quite like. the factary
medel, which incidentally was about
the guickest 250 any of us ever de-
sire to ride. Bottom end on the twao
motors was similar, but those top
3-4.000 rpmowere a completely dif-
ferent stary.

One darea of motor improverment
will undoubtedly be the pipe. First of
afl, the stock one is considerably tao
loud. The flared “baffled™ end of the
pipe emits a painful bark. In genaral,
the exhaust note only adds to the
ovarsll impression of rudeness. And
by all appearances the pipe doosn't
have too much volume, which could
limit the engins's ability to rev, If
nathing else the stock setup limits
the KX to an extremealy reliable rev
range. FPiston and crankshaft prob-
lems should be quite infrequernt.

What you do need to be in the hunt
izn't unlike what's needed on other
Japanese motoxy bhikes. The tank is
heavy and keeps the bhike's profile
bulbous. A smallar tank of light ma-
terial would save the better part of
ten pounds and make a better knee
grabber. Too, the stock seat is a mite
rigid. A change of foam would be a
welcome improvement. Handlebars
are surprisingly well shaped but the

~grips are useless. Hand levers. are
typical-=they might bend a little, Foot
controls are good. Both are of alloy
and fall readily to toe. Down by the
shift lever the countersprocket is
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covered by a louvered plate: Easy
far qhangmg sprockais.
Eoth brakes expand after you push

“or pull on a lever which is connected

toanather lever by a cable. All levers

seem to be of :appirdp'riate lengihs

as the brakes do 4 good job of com-
ing as close to stopping the bike as

to adjust anything there.

is desired. Both hubs are conical
a1um1num, quite stmng anr;i heavier
than one might suppose; Rims are
GBI and didn'i seem o bend much.
There are many other nice things
abgut the KX 250, Why, it has an
electronic ignition so you don’t have
Thig air-

o pmk’ one, i

box is actuglly pretly gwd and
comes with a foa ﬂjﬁér-:_‘ihmde

..uﬂ fhow abom that?), Onei: goo ’ﬁf
: Ba!b‘

tap. A rubber boot ovel X
top. A spring loaded. kil switch @n
the left handiebar.

' Fins on the undef*s*:d@of thie cyh‘nf-

der head, Ve

We carr’t Ife to vou. The K‘f-f:a-ﬁtl.'

ish’t any prize Tight out of the cral
But, wha

of other econo- crgsas,ar% ia th
fu:ma wyou do what'is NECEssary
TE ik seema Waorse fﬁan mn&t

And now the _ﬁr@mm:hg ‘incansja~_

gcl‘i‘ng ft:rr atel

is? The major difference
between the KX 250 and any number:
_a‘f Ipatsg [
to race’

ze frﬂrh aﬁﬂ e had ta;p:'_
wold prababﬁt be the
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Shocks: pretty fair a while. Better

Pipe: loo loud, too loud, foo loud.
than yore, for sure.

We're gelting hoarse.
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KAWASAKI KX 250 4
Keawasaki Heavy Industries Lid.
McGaw Ave.

Santa Ana, Calif.

SPECIFICATIONS

Engine ... Piston pordftwe-stroke /single
Bdreystroke |, ., .0 T0.0mm 64 3mm
Ol EaemBnt: s 240
Coprassion Talie. o oo n 7.0
LR T o R Reikuni W34S0
T i s e 13/48 (36%:1)
LIERSIION oo g st Premix 2021
N T e e e R e Maro
DIMENSIONS

PR e e e, e 1417 mm
Ground clearance .. oo L 0L 295mm
FegEiEmht i 2497mm
Seat height ... . ... i . e BY93mm
Runping welght = roas i 105 ko,
B e (o e R : 9 litres
Oil capagibty ... Transmizsion: 1,000ce
COMPONENTS

o e et S Y iy 3 1 T 4
Cifae no 160mm Kayaba
EREE e e = Single downtube steal
RIS s el oLl ) Conical alloy
v s s e e el e BB
B T it it o e R0 DI
Lol el ra o e Elzctronic G4
| Tmde] e e S e A Tew
i E e L b Foam
ETrIE TR YLD | K e e e e BOEY
e [ ] e e e = T e e e v Plastic
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