B THERE WaAS & TIML when the

ol charaetcristics  that a0 refls

hike needed in nader (o be competi- e
m tive were aell-fywhesled planking

porarr, pocsd cproindd clearance sl rld

Besl Oriental plorker yet. But the #hundant xesring luk, Triuls in

: : : i : those davs, davs which aren’s that
trialers built by trialers still rule. el e

; Iy fizhl torns amd some reckery, with
';.‘.ir ; anoccakional Iog  theows in T
w

gond mieusure The machines of the
day were Grreeves Anglions and Triomph Tiger Cul 2005,

But today: a trials vider teoasked oo perfoaom much mere
difficdt fasks dhoard his machine. And the machings of today
had Berter beable to handie jusc abanl anething or they jus:
wroti'E sell b fhe serious enthuesiast. The Japancss have shown a
strong interest in bogwhesiing, aithough thelr afferts o date
hatve: ot yel heen siesessful e producing machiners 1o 2qual
thit . From: Spain. But Kawasaki's new KTES comes clasar
than anvihing else has. Unfaebenately, close dorsn’t codnt in
frials. only in horssshoes.

Becked out o ctraditonal Kawasaki gresno the KT - iz
adorned. oar Bath its metal tank and plastic side panelswitli
handzpme. white stiipe: Behind the 1eft sige pznel is the iy
filter box, a well-desipned system for keeping dirt and water
ok, The exhauzt pipe, which begins with-oan upwsrd-routed
header, shipsin behind che right side panet and thenconiinuas
rearward, eventually Incorpovating nto an dpproved sk
arpester, Betesen the side paneks i seaffed the ofl tak oz the
injetion svstem, CStulfed 15 an extremsly apprositate term
cisce vol've seen how Kawasaki has made uze of avery Hidle
naok and crannmyinorder too gt salame e the tank Sl 6
halds barely ennigh oil for more than one tank of gas.

We used thi manufactorer’s suggested Kawasski injesiion
oil throughout’ our test and Eidn™ have any problems with it
The one thing we didn’t like about the ol tank, apare from-its
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saninl? s, was the face thal v must remove the seal inorder
to refill it AL Beust it Bn't difficell woodo g0 merely
tine consuming. In keeping with the grecndwhite styling
therme, the fenders are boll white plastic ilams,

The forkys Tealured on the fronl of this maching have hes
spevially  desipned far frials use oandoard ool ol the
muld-adjustable. Haitan variety  found on muny of  the
dual-purpose. Kaws. Anyone weishing more than 130 pounds
will flnd that the ok sorings are moch oo soft. Dangping
aotion is good, but the springs hive got o go. Unfortunately,
the inner duneter of the fork legs s amall and it is diffieuls 1o
ind springs that will G dowrn inside the legs. We cured the
prollem somewhar by inatalling molecross springs out of (e
Crriani C-4000 oodels that beeame poplir Hoduka bolt-ons
veurs bick, The springs are slim enough o fir inside, and
although they are progressvele wound, woid therefors not
progerly suiled 1o trals work, whers constant wind springs are
preferred, thoy nevertheles worked  hetrer than what was
sicck. Especially with heavier rides iz,

In back. @ paic of softly sprung. fulls shiomed shocks
handie dimmping chores: They de daopsn well, but again, (he
spreng rates eolld have been heftior. When w0 rest, the springs
appear o be prelly well sscked. Sil on the machine and thee's
imosl oo travel 1efl back there. We 2el the fve-position
pre-load on the siffest soeting and eliminated te woking
apprarance. when at rest, bot thay could stifl be boltomed out
under readerate wse,

Ulnlike the forks, the wheels are ot new oo Kawsaki Both
hubs are KS025 endur ilems, As on the KX125. which alse
uscs thewn, the hubs come Taced 1o super-strong DU rims,
Maturally, the bike counes wilk Trizls Universs) (Dunlop)
TubBer. A AGD A can be: foond ac (e e whilz 2 slin
235 gpukes stesring procise. ;

It vou look closely ol wome of the pictoses, vou can see that
the Backing plale on the coneal fiont hebs has aoine wnique
lrilures. First, the brake aclivading arm is beat sharply inthe =
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mniddle im0 arder 1o accammmpoikie il calleand the manmcr in
which its housing s braged. Secomd, there 32 o sapall Lad withea
hole bncit that holts up focihe fork leg botiom to serve as 1he
backing phile anchor, This is easy to accomplish beczuse [he
frent axle it moeuned  ferward af the fork l=p to redpos
stesmtig (rwid Onothe other side of the hub s & spredo drive
and 3 amatl spredometsr moonied oo the Tock leg. This little
gizrmn gorwes lictle purposs in criaking: In fact, if it hadn't been
s inilend cicsmagping o hushes a3 we sompeted oo the KT, we
prohaily sotildn 't even Tave noticed .

Much in ihe snne vein a5 she spesdo are the Seadlight,
taillight and oil iniection systenm. The bearn that the B
throws out is very peor sinee it depends on rpme for juice,
vather than batterysupplemented power. The orh showld also
he removed for competition, as shoubd the  plopperny “of
wwitehes amd butrons that sepve only 1o confiuse the peson
wiha ishanging ouis thedll-adorhed handlzbars,

The oil injection is not so-cosy o dischrd. The anit il
B0t heay, even i vl consider all the tubing and cablos chat
are peguired fordis proper funetioning, so remcvil for the rake
ol weight & of litdle walue: The real reasen is to alfow The cases
to be boraght in tighter amsinst the engine and away ffom
protruding rocks. But even if yiow areahle Lo do sa, the cluteh
hnuzing, which: i directly bohind che: injectinn por. cover,
shcks vl jast as fars And there s sactoally nothing that can be
dons Lo hring & U any sighter. Between the clutch bulge and
the tighl [l peg Lides the hrake ]J-u'-dl.l.|. Sonatl neser hend this
masterpiecs of fide “nsaek. Nice job.

The KT2505 engine s anathor plus for Kawasaki engivers
gl Tonsr Barapean. Trials Chamnpinn, Thon Smith, sho wis
fired away From Montesa, At Grsl the bike fei much-diks the
Susukioie o ton snappy: Bus thal was only Becanss we inzizied
on. plorking arcund in-fisst gear. Most sections will requine
seccnd. The KT ceally shines in second gear. 1t can be lugged
dieni wery Low, wet will still respomid smnnthily and strongly.
Firse pear i onlv useful in the tightest osdpery; hut controlling
thcondle seiings in first is teicky.

Theattle resporss gl any dpm B vwery credictable, Ihe
enplie pirrs, zips, slowe, or sereams, all depending on what the
rider's dight wiist docs. Lo shis respact, the Kawasaki isclearly
the best Trialer e Gome oot of kapan,

The power comes from a highly polished 2nglae that has
hecn specinlly e for smoath poveers T moten s based.
ponghly, on the one used in 1he FI1, Kawosukis 250 endiio.
Cargoretinn s by Mikuni and was well-becaved, with (he
excoption of @ tew momenis whea'the rings finally seated in




anng e enping siddenty began sunnine rich: Dropping the
ne=dle” onc neteh Tixed  Ihat and things eoncinusd
troublefes. Those wim mide in arcas where exirerne aliitede
chignges wre corimon will enjoy the sizburetor, which allows
ver to change iezin jees withoit having to reosove the foat
bowl:

Like bl (rials dron, dhe trensmission calos Qe in b
ceginies, The firet three gears are closely spaced foruse in
the observed secticns, while the final teo-are asranged Lo wssis
higlspesd  travel - Berween scéctions, The pear selecror 3
mented verticatly on-the KT, nécisitating hesl upshifis, b
ey weren’t an¥ probfem oo this slick teans. Whan we wild
like invsee on the bike would e sonse more serioms Tootpeps.
The stackers aran™ bad, B ey coubd b bedter:

To @mooth out power dmpilses. 2 chain rensioner is
erpplived o the  swinging i arm.  The wnit 5 both
welbdesimed—itom the  stadpoint ol Tnoficnatizao amd
siurdy. Bt operales pinting rearward, which keess #t [rom
avageing on jagged rocks and being desiroved. As hay becoine
comman practice on hialers since: Monbesa tirst used 41 oo fiy
carlicst Coie, ihe swinginge acme secticn. o s chuin sids
demehles gs an oif resavolr. A hleed valve at the rearcan be
adusted toometer out lubricant o deop ata time; o (0 can jist
dum the entive-contesits of the reservoir anthe chadn in a
nailer of seconds for these who prefer dnsant raches than
continuogs iubricalicoa.

Stending on the KT, you suddenly feeb as thoogh v ve
grawn . abcut g [oot. The factors () condribute too this
sensution are high footpeg pleckment. 8 Tow seaf-and eeirser
handlebar mounts on the apper fork crown. The only thing
thaz can be dima’ fo cuee the feeling &5 1o rokie the hure
forward so hat ume imaginasy line lelween the oo grips
[whnicty, By the way. are going], runs directly through the center
of the fork leps. This alleviates the cramped position, but
introduces anether problem: Mo maeter Tow lieht vou snug
ihe huridlebars derwen, et very "kl.;l.li:-.:' drop-offs—especially us
the wimpy Forks botiom out—the handlebars will sucoumb o
the pressure amnd rotate. We feel thil the cramped riding
puzition will detracs fromn the Kaw's appeal ta larse: riders ing
that, wWhile desipner Don Smith may like his handiebars-sct
bk in this manner; we would prefer having the bars mounted
ak @ mors customany point.

In spile of the bars; the Kaw wis: dmuly delightful. The
wheelbase is slightly longec than those of the shortish: Yamala
and £k mownis, Bulb not guite 8s long a3 Montess' and

Bultagos, This allowed good control when lofing the front = h
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SPECIFICATIONS :

Listprice oo x T
Suspension, front Eelesmpw fork
Suspension, rear SV TGN arm
Tire, front SRRty 13 Ul
T, PR S s

Engine, typs . ... two-stroka, piston-port, Single
Bora x stroke, il:‘l mm_.EN:{Iﬁ'E G625 x 650
Fiston d|sp1mﬂmunt, CUC TR G - e v 10K 240
Compression ratio . .

Claimed bhp @ rpm ... . R

Claimed forgue @ rpm b, ft... .. 15.2 @ 5000
Piston speed @ rpm f.fmin. 2133 & 7000
Carburetion e —.d Tl AT T
fgrtion ... ... magneto CDl
il system inject
Ol capacity, pt

Fuel capacity, U.5. gal.

Recommaernded fuel premium
Starting system primary kick
Air filtration oil-weatted foanm

=
i |
2
=
t
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=

ale,

POWER TRANSNISSION
Clutch ...

Primary drive

Final driva

Gear ratios, overall: 1

'-gr.]_'._ll'.l,l: r;lrlll'll:-:l.l..l B

DIMENSIONS

Wheelbase, in.

Seat height, in.

Seat width, in

Handlebar width, in.

Footpeg height,in. ... ...
Ground clearance, in.

Front forlk rake angle, degrees | ... ..
Trail. in.

Curb weight {w/half-tank fuel), lb.
Weight bias, front/rear, parcant
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