


The Kawasaki KT330 is a very special
trials: bike built by Don Smith, European
trial champion of the sixties (1962-1964 —
Greeves abd | 989 - Montesa). He started
the project when the |apanese began
showing an interest in the trials market
for the wery first time. That interast
didn't last for long though, when they
found out thac trials wasn't a particularly
hig market. Meadless to say, that makes
this *works prototype’ KT330 very rare.

Don Smith was 2 phenomenal characeer,
wuly one of &-kind. He was @ constzne smoker,
gvEn when he was riding, znd besides that he
enjoyed nor orly the Scottish landscapes and
scenery huc alse the locally produced vehisky,
EHended and male i all cheir forms, Smitry' (he
hiad mzny nicknames...} loved the pleasures of
fife in all forms! (Clearly 0 long loct relative of thet
ather Scot-coled Smith who =mokss, drirks end
dahbles e a KT 0 only ho coold ride they might be
frathere - Ed).

The ‘Con’ was the complete appasits to
Sammy Miller, whe as an Irishmen never
touched Guinness beor of Bushmill malt
whisley: at: zll. But Dion Smith stepped-in as a
davelopmenc rider for Mancesa, after Sammy

Miller did che firsc Spanizh job with the

lagendary Sherpa m F9464. Smith, and Padro Fi,
were responsible for che successful Cocn 247
made ocut of che early Cappra and linpala
Trachines. Bur not many pecple knew that che
Dutzh Montesa impeorter Heple Vinli had
Aready scarted the Montesa development in
19651966, And after Don Smich won che [98%

Scoteish Siv Drays Trial on the Cata 2497, the
Spariards ook over the job chemsslves. So
Smithy wis m]-:amplcyed again! )

So how' did cthis Smich/Vink/Kawasaki
connection come ogechor wou may ask? Leth
go back a bir again...! Don Smith’s time as a
works rider for Greeves brought hime the
Qppariinicy 1o visit severzl couniries on cthe
continent including Garmany, Belgium, France
and alse The Metherlands, where he met the
Butch wrials champion — Henk Yink.

Mink was competing an 2 Trivmph  Cubs,
having started with his fichers James, Over the
zourse of his career he dollecred eleven Dusch
tides. His friendship with Don Smith saw him
riding Greeves a5 well, and of course he helped
Smith “wich ‘the Cora and his conrcract wich
Mentesa, Henl starced imparcing Kawasakis in
the mid sivzies and did very well sclling their
road bikes. After-a shoret spell with Ossa, Hank
Vink wanted o Kawasaki trizls bike for himsalf,

Opposite top: It might be called o KT but
you’d b hord pressed to find anyrf:rts an thils
ane that will fit the preduction bile.

Cpposite bottont: The Whitlock-framed
prasterpicce is quite happy to bolagce on rock:
cotcrops even witheut o rider. Those Kayaba
forks foak very trick fndeed and you wan®t find
theint on ‘any ather bike,

Abave: Heak ¥ink cxperimented with another
Kowasaki prototype prlor ta the develapmeont
af the KT, using a 250 Bighorn meter liv a ane=
aff frame. How rare is that!

fight: You con spot the KX-derlved motor o
mile off, & shrunken version of their 450 mill.




The Kawasaki KT330...

and also 1o sell on the open market, and s Dan
Smith got irvolved again. By che way, Mink was
zlo successful in the Amsterdam property
marker and became suitably rich and -alsa
femaus. He was also farmous in.drag racing oo,
using (expensivel] twin engined, Kawasaki four
gylindsr machines and went an o became a
werld recard holder,

He also lived life hard and fast; just as fast as
his motar spari career Henk died eighteen
years ago, the day after his S0th birthday, His
50ch birthday party was on g 20-metre long
yache - there was too much of everything and
his heare stopped the next day He has been
remembered. though for-much more than - his
pargying and in Holland zhere s a Henk Yink
Teaphy, which is awarded every year o a
person whio did something. extra special for
maror sport. Linfortunacely his friend Don
Srnigh has. never radeived that award, I'm prad
no 52y, thac |was fortunate enough to win (e
Henkink Traphy in 1997,

But... back wa the KT330, Dan Smith
ariginally started the project with Motooross
framas and 450 co vwo stoke engines from
Kawazald Mith help from British enginesrs the
prototypes were enterad in the 1973 Scottish
and the team finished with good results — Richie
Suneer winning the 500 cc cup, Fram chose
prototypes came the production KTZS00 bt
after three years ‘of full Japanese woarks
| wippert, all Turthor development worl scopped.
| The KT230 existed and that was thal

The biks has a frame from specialist UK
| frame-builder Migls Whittocl:, wha buile il che
' highboy frames for Sammy: Millers Bultacos-and

e first barch oi Hondas, YWhiclack firmes zlse
housed Tarnaha T engines and 5o why not a
kawasaki enging! The 330 ccoengine (bore x
stroke - B0x &4.% mm) is unique,ic's a very lively
engine with 2 lor of potental. A Mikuni
crbursttor with a reed valve inlet syscem
helped the KT into 2 new crials-period. 5o did
i tha special Whitlock frame with the laid-forward
shocks. Also woarch noting are the extremaly
plushsee of alr-assisted forks, which as far as we
know are ane of a kind Kayaba units,

Chrome  plated  frames  wera  Mick
Wilitlack's tradarark burthey were also very
light and that, combined with the handmade
plastics” znd the: use of other lightweight
marerials, made the sotal weight of che bike
arourd 8 kilograms At the time chat was very
near the lightest and cartzinly compared mare
than favourably with the Beamish Suzuki uzed
by Matcalm Rethmell, The drum brakes wers
ilso special ‘factory’ items and they work!

Acspecial bike buile by 2 special man which
| anded up with 3 very special Dutchman. -

both men lived toc shore a time. but crials
breught them together The works Giles and
| Ispare} parts weent te Don Smith as a gife and
he lzter seld them to Henk Vink. The cirgle
wils Nowe Ccomplare!
| Mare than ten years latcr we psked Henk
Vink's wideow for 2 eest fde znd she agieed. In
i case you're wondaering, yes, she: stll owns the
maching! Az the only journzlist in the waorld
whe has been allewed 1o ride the bike, I'm
nzraraily wery proud, bucnot-as graceful 23 | am
for having had the epportunity to get co know
bath these ‘characters’ very well.




