Phetio by Steve Reyves

Although it still looks like an F-11 énduro engine, the only things interchangeable are the

cases ang a-few miscellaneous parts: Longish kickstarter facilitates sta rting the torguey
two-stroke.

The pastfew months have beer a fime
ol dramatic change ta the mororevele
industey. Mok anly Bave woe seen hitherfo
exclusively fous-stroke Tapanese
ntanufaciuters enter both the tea-siroke
and motocross worlds; bl we have alsna
witneszed former Buropean four-speed
machines become five-speeders, more
big-bore matocrossers come aboul,
lefr-side shifting Spanish bikes, and the
first Tapanese frizls fron, Keeping with
the progressive itend, Kawasaki
infoetmed us 1hat the first of their 250
MM ers Bad arcived and was ready for
testing. We knew, from the past several
mordi’s expenicnees, that this machine
was probably poing to'be special. Itis
imideed,

You can't help but notice when yo
first see the bike, the fuel rank and the
exhaust pipe, The depositony iy
imbedded with the now {amous
Kawasaki green. AnOriental copy ol a
dornestic plastic replacement tank, is
unpolished desipn tells you vight away
thal this bike i3 &l business. Mo [rills,
onbe e Tighiest and strongest
components are nsed. The exhaust pipe
tells e ditferent story, Altheu gk iLeould

b sazial that it eally
't very mueh ditlerent
from any of the aiher
dowenpipes that come
onmotoerass bikes,
itdoes bring to mind
the work Lhat
e Pellerssom, mow with Kawasaks, ol i
[908-0% with Suznki during the
development of their RH 67 and RH 68
motocrossers. Up ontil that time.
everything tioim Europe came over here
with high pipes. Maice, CF, Bultaco,
Momtesa, Husgrarna—they all had the
pipes routed upwards. Pettersen's
Suziki pipe seemed o changs that
almiat overnight,

The frame on the "Sakiis a
double-cradle unit. Itdoes come directly
From their F-1] endura bike but vou can
rest assured that it is strong enough to
handle tasks asked of it from molocross
competition. Steering geametey is very
good although oo fester felt that the
fromtend should be ahout Ya-in, longer,
The footpees ave located about an inch
rearward of their position on the Endura
machineg This assists the rider in
distributing his weight more evenly over
the maehine for canteal.

The engine also looks like it was
pirated off the F-L L. In asense, it was.
Thiserankeases are unmistakably
tamiliar. Everything else. however, has
been 86'cd in favor of racing
camponents. The crankshall s mew: a
sturdier copy of the original, The
transneission is a close-ratiounit wich a
very Tall fiest gear. After spending
considerable time in 1he saddle we feel
that the ratios in the iransmission are too
close, '['he engine has s wide powerland
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dampeners and

and work well.

Kawasaki's new
generation dirt
racer: a finely
hewn competition
bike

and such tightly packed coppery is not
neecssary. The only'explanation that we
eonld come upowith is that the engine is
in & mild stateof mine; that is, there is
nothing radical abool it As speed tuncrs
modify it togel more horsepowet, the
powerband will narrow, necsssitating the
close ratios that are standard: When von
shift vou can hardly tell by engine rpm
that another ratio has been engaped, Tt
whem you notice that the grownd below
woll is mothing more than & blur, you will
realize that you are moving along smartly
indeed, The cluich:is awet, multi-plage
system willa veey lght feel, After
starting the bike for the first time, a
stalfer pulled inon the lever o engagpe
first pear and was embarrassed when he
sugpested 104 noarby Kawasaki enginest
that the cable was not hooked up to the
clutch arm, He should have checked. The
cabie was indegd connectetd 1o iy

prOper AT,

Seating is highish. [f vou stand less
than five-eight vou mar have difficulty in
planting your feet on the grownd firmiy.
Mevertheless the relationship belween the
hamdlebar, seatand [oolpegs proved
gooed For all who rode the bike, Comfart

Long-travel
front forks
have special

springs,
thin-wall
stanchions,

Tires are

Dunlop
Sporis.
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is one area which hasa’t always heen
gocdd on Tapanese soooters. Al st
glance. the Kawasaki'sscal appedrs o be
wiy Lo narrow For probonged riding,
eapecially Tor those who have 2 more than
generous dahen ko, We are surprised; the
bike provides uswith & firm, comfortable
sealing position, .

The front lorks are reworked sndero
versiogs, Perbaps the wond reworked i a
poor choice in this case. Redesigned is
more like it Similar inappearance Lo ils
predecessors, these palished aluminam
units offer over six in. of well dampened
travel inand cit. Mo amount ol abuse
cotld produce the sliphtest sign of
sprinpiness or hvdraulic lock. They never
botromed or tepped oul. On the tear end
a pair of alnminum-bodisd shock
aborbers work just as well ag the forks.
At last, guality shock absorbers are now
coming en masse from Japan.

The machine’s brakes, on the negative
side. ave ton aggrassive. The first lime
you framp the rear brake it will probably
lock up and kil the engine, Some
practice will he needed to make it work
well, But the potential is here. for this
full-fleating binder is as strong as
anything we've tested to date, The rear

cgomical hul design helps keep unsprung

weight to g minmimum: The front brake is
very sensitive, vet contrallabie. I
full-wichth hukis Taced (a5 is the rear) to
(he popular, mudless DL rim, Contral
levers are made lrom malleable
abuminuem. Footpeps are sertated and
seltcleaning while they fold back at45
Continued on page 74
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Green plastic fuel tank makes the bike
unmistakably Kavasaki.
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BE A
PROFESSIONAL

MOTORCYCLE

PREPARE FOR A
HIGH-PAYING FUTURE

There's a nation-wide
shortage of profeassional
motoreycle mechanics. As
a result, trained men have
their pick of high-paying
jobs. And the future looks
even better.

Read what Mechanix Ii-
lustrated had 1o say after a
compleie investigation of
the country’s job market:
“Among the workers whozse
job chances will grow are
. - . mechanics, especially
guys who can fix motor-
cycles."

NTl ecan give you the
training you need to be-
come a professional motor-
cycle mechanic. You'll uze
the latest equipment, learn
the most modern tech-
niques, and, after you're
trained, NTI's nationwide
placement servica  will
steer you to dealers who
are locking for men.

IF YOU'RE READY TO
TURN FRO, call toll free

800-639-0938

or refurn’ the coupon.

MNational Technical Institule
4810 Calvert Rd.. TP
Cellege Park, Md. 20740

MName

Addrezs

ity
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KAWASAKI F-11M

degrees to prevent injury in case you go
down,  Fenders are  highly flexible
break-resistant items that have heen
copied from  American  products. in
Japan.

Hiding the Kawasaki 250 MX is an
cxperience vou wor'L soon forget, There
are certdin things that one  must
accustom himsell to but it takes g little
effort to do so, Power is instantancous,
being amplified through the quarter-turn
throtile. You den’t really  aolice any
particular rpm at which ihings start
hapening. Poll comes on very low in the
rev range and just geows in strength antil
it is time to hit the next vear. The most
useble power starts slightly over 4000
oo and Zooms o ug past the SO0 vpm
ridline, Much of the credit here must go
L the Mikeni carburetor whose precise
tuel delivery provided us with fimst-kick
starts, nol o menton good high-rpm
perforimance throughont the test, ¥ou
ean't ssk a carburetor wda more. The
type of power that the 250 MY delivers
differs from all other bikes we have
tesfed except one, the Honda Elsinore,
Most 230°: deliver a pipey, delayed-
resetion power when compared o the
almost dangerously gquick zap of fhis
new breed of Oriental ring-ding. When
exiting a corner only judicious throttle
should be applied to mainiain traction,
When zipping down straighlaways the
throttle shopld be rolled on o avoid
excessive  wheclspin, When  slamming
into-a berm, if the throttle is jammed
open upon impact; the front wheal may
well leap inta the air, requiring the rider
to tedisttibule body weight in 2 hip
huery, Observe those aspects of per-
formance as & warning for small-bore
racers. Don'Lexpoct to jump off vour 125
and ontoe the Kawasaki and ride well.
You will debfinitely have to go through a
trasition period.

Handling ix pood, 1t s almost
effortless (o put the bike exactly where
vou want i IF voo don't ke the line
vour've taken theough & turn, with a2 blip
of the thrattle ar a flick of the bady and
pristo, @ new ling, Die to penerous fork
reke, the front end of the Green ¥ has a
slight tendeney to wish out: Shiding the
body forward just o frtle alters this
characleristic: to the point where (he
Feomt wheel sticks to lts given line like
duel tape om g saddlesore, This thing
really Lracks!

I you are thinking of purchasing one
of these Greenics, be patient. The first
200 of them are poing to be distributed w
selected  dealers  for  their  sponsored
riders only, Az soon as Kawssaki iz
assured that all of the bugs are ouat they
will be produced im somewhat lmited
guantily. The omes vou can buy will he
ilentical {o the one we tested, down Lo
the Jast oot and bolt, ol
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CUSTOM CHAIN
TENSIONER FOR
TRAIL BIKES by

in-

Pat. Pand,

only $14 35

Chain-Tite Tensioner is custom des-
igred for each specific moedel.
Chain-Tite Ténsioner gives yvou longer
chain and sprocket life amd improved
thrattle  contral,

Chain-Tite Tensioners are made from

Cuglity materials such as:

® MNew double wearing  suface  una=
thane quida blocks,

® A1l parts platad 1o guard against rust

® Buils o las:,

& Simple add=cninseallationnowelding

& Adjustable gude black for max-
imum chiain contact

WMODELS AVA IL.ﬂLELE

DS54 FIOMNEER . 1968 - 1873

WAMALA CTHIN- 1573
WARAH A LT 18
WAMAHA Lli0ga. 1873
KAWASARL - 880 18701373
KAWASAR] B 1871 - 18732
KAWATAKL 425 ,,1EI'-‘1 - 1872
SUZUKL 1871 - 1873
SUZTUKL .1.%_:1- 18973
HOMEA BTN 18T3
HOMA A B i R P
HOD AR )

Zend check or money order 10 Chain-Tite
Fairgrounds Rd., PO, Sax 144, Mandiug

Meve Yark 13104
Inelude year of

Desler Inguires {nvitzd hike

Plamie

Address

City State 2 P

YR residents add 7% salas e,
CHAIN-TITE

P A Division of Filterteeh




