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The worst suspension

in its class, the best bike
in its class—the chassis
and power is that
much better.

irt rigder
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ASIC ORGANIC homegrown
dirt is infinite in its variety.
Traversing My, Earth with
speed, ease, and safetv requinés
a |25 that produces ol of borgue over
a broad range so nob (0 be antimidated
by mud or sand, or be feiled by =
bumbling throttle-crazed rider on hard-
packed adobe.

Buch a motor iz ocalled  wversatile
“Yepsatile™ does nof mean  'compro-
mise;” on the contrary, the KX 125 is
4 NO-COMPromise. motor. A compromise
motor needs 90ih-percentile rider Te-
flexes, perfect traction, and a smooth
sissified motecross courss 1o achisve its

Air filter element is parlly-fuzzed foam
and wraps double around the mesh,




patential; or 4 compromise motor de-
livers squéamish power in smooth drop-
lets for the sake of reliability,

Ah, but the no-compromise: KX 125
delivers a sturdy wallop of  tractable
power at low revs, then continues (o
elimb up to its torgque peak with minimal
wheelspin when evervons clse i fap-
dancing. and wearing out knobbies.

In a parking-fot drag race, thers is
negligible difference between the KX
and TH, ¥YZ, CR, or Super Combar,
But race up a hill, out of a snoity
corner, or through a series of sandy
swilchbacks, and the KX wall eat the
othery for brunch, Probably met hetter
gas mileage, too,

The KX colminates our recent look
at the small-hore lapanese racers—ithe
Super  Combat  (December  74),  Su-
suki TM 125 (March), Honda CR 125
fAprily, We dom't intend o test the
Yamaha MX 1255 new paint job, so
oo hack & vear to April T4 Az for
the ¥7Z, we're standing in line wailing
for the new six-speed Monocross.

Sweeping statements you wanl? The
Koawasaki, we reckon, 15 the best buy
aof the bunch, the most fun to rideé
which is quite a feat considering it has
b far the worst suspension. Terrible
EUSPENSIoN.

Howe can we justify this contradiction
—the hest bike having the worst sus-
pension? OF all the hikes tested, none
of the shocks are worth more than four
or five races before a sensible rtider
would become fed up with them. As
for the forks, Brian Fabre sung of
a $30.00  fix fast momth, a fix that
would make them eguivaleént to Honda
forks (hy installing Hondsa  dampers).
Or tey out the 320 Trickit.

Rigidity iz another area of superiori-
ty: the entire chassis feels more rigid
than all the others, and the KX's swing-
arm s the only one in the class we
wouldn't immedistely replace. In short,
after fixing the suspenders there’s not
much to do to the KX but g0 out and
win.

All other thinps being equal, rotary
valve mofors arc superior power. mak-
crs. Because intake doratiom can he
more closely controlled; and  because
more cylinder wall area is available
for transfer and exhanst, Fawasaki's
123 cught to have a wider powerband

~'ﬁ‘_'l.-. ¥ f .
Plastic molded alr box 15 the best from

Japan and needs minimal waterproofing.
dirt rider
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never once complained about asphyxia-
tion at 10,006 rpm. The jeiling on our
tisf hike was spoflessly zerocid in, the
cleanest-runming bike we've ever tested.
YWe made a note of the jetting in the
SPECE.

The prablems a rotary could have,
the Kawasaki docsn't. The benefits are
still there: a well-protected. carburetor,
four KS 125 test bike had the robber
idle screw plug come off; it i man-
datory. vou  poo these doodadsy, the
wider powerband, relative case of fotz-
ing wirth porting, and one less car-
buretor to - remove when o pulling 111-;,
top end.

One howo has appeared in the Emtmt
KX 1235, an inahility for the small end
bearing o stay intact. Hiders wera hav-
ing to assemble their own neadle bear-
ings by hand (consuit Fabre last month
again). We rode the heejecrus oul of
our bike to discover i the prohlem
existed. 3o Tar, nothing has happened
to ours or a few other KXs we've seen
kicking around here.

More versatility comes lrom the six-
speed tranny, one we are happy (o
hless with 2 host of crisp, bulter-smoath,
positive cliches, Tnternal gearing is vir-
tually identical to the CR 125 but can
obvicusly pull moch higher gearing and
still b of use in tighter sections. With
stock gearing, the KX finished a desert
cnduro and by wirtue of its extraordi-
nmary powerband coold pall lonp sand
hills in sacond gear, past various stalled
230 Yamahas, This s the first no-
fiywheel motoreyele we've ridden {hat
benefitted  from  the  abality lo rew
guickly: shifts can bhe avoided when
the maotor falls off the powerbamd by
siapping in the clulch with one finger,
popping the rear wheel loose and letting
the torque do its decd,

Chassis construction Is unspectacular
—a single dows tobe splitting into a
cradie, plenty of proper gussels, evesore
welding, and a spindly-looking swing-
arm. It took some sadistic riding to fecl
any swingarm Mex; only the hardest rid-
ers will want Lrstrengthen or replage it

Above all.-ihe chassis, tuens, stecrs,

Carburetor stays safe and
warm under cover, but you don't
notice bulge when ridfiig.

24 dirt rider

KAWASAKI KX 125
Kawasaki Motor Corporation
1062 McGaw Street

Santa Aina, California 92705
Price: $890
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slides,  wheelies, plows  according fo ‘
input. Tt will crash 30 you give it the
distinel order—we never crashed it It
15 as neutral-handling - a bike 4 has
come from the Orent: any guirks arg
mostly fraced to the Dunlop Knolbies,
something vou'll be looking foreand 1o
wearing out. The frame does nothing
spectacilar on iy own accord, which
makes the KX a spectacularly succcssfizd
handling motoreyele. With the suspend-
ers in tung, the KX g capable of har-
momy few manufacturers. achigve with
mass production merchandise.

We recollegt the hrakes on the K5
125 excellents the KXx are the =ame
units hut  painfed Bblack. The cabled
rear doesn’t ewacily send an overdose
of fecl info wour right hool, S0 we
wers locking the rear aceidentally for
the first fow hours. We got nsed 1o the
feel. The front had to bo  grabbed
more than, say, Yamaha's, but  wou
coulid wompress the fork  within an
inch of their stops when going  fnto
turns. This makes for plessant braking
but unpleasant punishmenl from those
criommy forks.

Of no speeial benefit other than (o
remind us of the fact that the Govern-
ment continues to meddie outside  the
dictates of tesson are hrake wear in-

Brakes are the same as the enduro's,
only blacker. They are true
goggle-stretchers.
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Air hoge accepls fuel lime through rubber
doodad; this hole should be sealed.

dicators and legends cast on the side
sy covers explaining that fhat long,
shinev crank s indecd a “kickstarter,”
and that the shift pattern iz as the
Cummint hays deemeod it from now. on
shall be: ‘down for low. From now on
all  muotorevcles  must  shift  lefi-side
down-for-low until the Department of
Disease, Sickness, and Physical Aber
rations Committes for the Abolition of
Unnceessary Discomfort bans foot shift-
ers singe they may cause hlisters,

A stock KX 125 comes dressed in
the finest duds. We rafe the scat, pegs,
and controls a fine #s can be, the con-
trol  relationships  likewise. It weighs
under 200 pounds yet is hardly Tmsy,
Tires st reasonable  but you'll he
anxious for them to wear out, Un-
sprung  weight, . mcluding DI alloy
rimz, let the Kawasaki dance over
recks and cobbles. The tool kit inchides
s e spare jets and spark plugs and the own-

_ R . o e : ool er's manual is quite thorough,

e B A e Of course, the uwsudl amount of so-
i : =S : cial consciousness went into the ex-
E P haust svstem: iU's an carsplitter,

: You buy il, you replace the shecks,
wvou replace a good portion of the forks,
and- your have a motorcyele that will
compete with 31200 worth of Homds
CR 125,
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