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Many more improvements than just
those that meet the eye.

KAWASAKI
KX250A

‘ B THIS YEAR it wasn't so easy.

Public pressure dictared 1o the 'man- I
ufaciurers that they had to do e
something to the rear suspension of

the *75 bikes il they ever expecied rld

to sell them. Just about evervone :
has given in. Lona-lravel rear sus- Road
pensian iy here to stay. There are

several reasons for it First and T
lorempst: it works. Bikes handle e

better, deliver more power and are
more comfortable to ride. Second, it's what the pros use and
that means every kid on the block wants the same thing, If
Heikki Mikkolz or Roger DeCoster won his next race wearing
full leathers and an external goodie guard. Sunday at Saddle:
back would be an endless parade of the very same thing.

The chyious change i1 the new EX250A, then, is the rear
suspension. Not only is it LT, but it feateres gas/oil shocks,
These items are new on the market as far a5 Kavaba, their
manufacturer, is concerned. The shocks® principle has been
known to-engineers Tor many years, bul only now has it been
marketed, Kayvaba i the Japaness manufaciurer that makes
most of the regular suspension components Tor Kawasaki,
Yamaha and Suzuki, They do a litile work for Honds, ot not
as much. The shocks are large, heavy items. But they work,
and that is-the key,

Maico Torward-mounts 115, Husky and Moniesa use the
lay-down methed. Kawasaki utilized a lttle of both. The =
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shovks, which are mounted in oan inverted (upside’ down)
position,. are g little Frther Torward and slanted ‘more than
befare. This combination préavides nearly seven inches of travel
at the rear axle, Spring rates are just right for about a 175-1b.
rider. As the springs wear, you'll be able io e-firm them
through the five-position preloader on sach shock. All inall, it
i vastly siperior system.

At the other end is a pair of totally new forks. Although
travel is up enly- 3mm (foial travel is 195mm or 7.7 in), the
action of the forks 15 much improved. On our last KX250 (W,
Tume “74), the forks worked superbly over an occasional hard
Jusp or bump, but they suffered from hydraolic lock when
subjected 10 a series of stutter bumps or potholes. This has all
been cured. The forks have totally new internals. Damping is
very close to ideal, although lighter riders found that the forks
did not-work as well for them as they did for heavier riders;

The sive of the fork legs is large st 36mm, but the top eight
inches of each leg have been Lurned down so that smail, Tight
top clamps: might be retained. Unless vou intend to ride (rials,
there fs no reason to change the steering, As I comes. the bike
steers very quickly. At least the fronl does; the longih
wheelbase keeps the whole bike fram overreacting, The
geomelry iz close 1o ideal for' most tracks. But those that have
very Fast. deep whoopers may find that the KX cannot handle
them as easily as it dees everyvthing else. The bike shakes its

head when ssked vo zo fast over rough tecrain, This is one of
the drawbacks of quick geometry. We experienced the same
sensation on our previous K500 Usually a Torward-mount
madification will aggravitle such a condition, since it raises the
rear end of the motorcycle and reduces the rake slightly. But
our bike was no worse than before. No hetrer either,

With the peometey as it 15 inside lines are 2 breeze with the
KX. So are quick bermshots; but vou'll rarcly fiad using the
berm in its entirety to be the [astest wav' through a corner;
Frontend traction is nat adeguate. The bike can ot a much
tighter line than the Dunlop Sporis tire will lel i1, The 4.50-18
rear tire 15 fine Tor most everything, butget a Metzeler for the
front.

Thie chassis is identical 1o last year’s, withithe exception of
the modification for the new shock position. Single-downtule
spliteradle frames are usually the norm when dealing with an
engine that has an offset exhaust port. The frame is made from
Japanese chronie moly, s is the swinging srm. Frame strength
i good, but we did detect an occasienal flex of the swinging
arm through ‘deep, high=speed whoopers. 105 o shame that.
sinee the swinging avm is already pusseted, Kawasaki didn’ see
i to use just a slightly largar, and therefore stronger, wsset (o
alleviate the Mexin thearm.

In (he enping compariment, (hines remsin’ nearly un-
towrched: The transmission s identical 1o the first one.
Carburetion is stifl va 2 34mm Mikuni that comes with one of
those confounded pall-up choke mechanisms. You can pur-
chase from Sudeo Ine.a lever attachiment that makes choke=
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SPECIFICATIONS
‘List price.
Suspension, front
Suspension, rear

‘tElESEﬂ[}I{: fork
o swinging arm

Engine, type ... . piston-port, ‘two-stroke Smg!e
Bore x stroke, in mm_
Piston displauement. cu,in., cc .....15.33 249
Compression ratio 7.9:1 (corrected)
Claimed bhp ®rpmy .0 ... 34 @ 8000
Claimed torque @ rpm {b.-ft.
Piston speed @ rpm ﬂ:J'rnm
Carburetion

Ignition

Qil system . ..

il capacity, pt. .. .
Fuel capacity, U.S. gal
Recommended fuel
Starting system . .
Air ﬁltﬁatiun ;

3413 @ 00O
34mm Mikuni
electronic CDI

oil mist, oil in fuel

premium
- primary k1--::k folding crank
oil-wetted foam

POWER TRANSMISSION
Clutch e
Primary drive

Final drive :
Gear ratios, overall: 1

<nulti-disc, wet
; straight-cut gear
5/8 x 1/4 single-row chain

...9.88

DIMENSIONS

Wheelbase, in,

Seat height, in.

Seat width, in. ..

Handlebar width, in.

_Footpeg height, in.

Ground clearance, in.

Front fork rake angla degr&es
Teailin s o e s -
Curb weight I[w."haif{ank fu
Weight bias, front/rear, _pe—rnent

ZB [/ CYCLE WORLD

. 2.94 x 2.56, 70 x 64.9

23.6 @ 7000

PFhgtogranhy: Bob Atkl

PARTS PRICING

Cylinder Head
Piston:= . .o.s
{1} Set Rings
Rear Shocks (each]
Front Hub
Rear Hub ... .. ..
Spokes (each)
Wheel Rims {bare each)
Drive Chain {standard)
Front Fender ...
Bear Fender
Clutch & Brake Levers (each)
Ciutch Cable
Thraottle Cable .. ..
Brake Cables
lgnition Parts
Coil
Magneto .ﬂussemb!'f
Sealed Unit Tvpe
Carburetor .
Crankshaft :
Connecting Rod
Shift Lever
Brake Pedal

nson, -Femmanoo -Belais




operation much less o' a hassle.

Cvlinder porting is unchaneed. The bike was Tagl last year
and it remains so for *75. The power is'strong from £300 rpm
on up. Spacing of the pear ratios is not as close as you misht
expect, and the KX can pull a slightly larger spread aof ratios
than other pipier 250s. The engine’s bore has been enlarged
from- 69.5 to 70L0mm; this brings the total displacement up
from 246ce o 249:¢.

There is a strange similarity between this transnission and
the Yamaha ¥ Z traris. The Yamaha has a much shorter throw,
but the semsation of gear selection i almest nil with each.
Even when shifting without the clutch, the KX feels as though
the lever is not connecled to anything, like it’s just shcing
thiough an empty space. Bul gear selection was, for the most
part. positive. A few times the bike jumped out of second gear,
but never when we made sure that it was properly engagad,
The shift Tever iz very siplar to the Yamaha's. 1#is short and
knurded at the tip. Bat it will not inflict the same type of
through-the-boal blisters that the YZ's will. Although you
may net feel the next gear engage. you can at least feel the
Kawasaki's: lever move; therelore, you more guickly releasa
pressure on the lever and osf/ihr toe.

For Dbraking on (he{KX, Kawasaki has eliminated its
full-width front hub and gone to a KX125-type conical unit.
Not-only 15 it lighter, but the smaller hub has proven sironger,
as well, The rear Binder is still half-width on a very wide hub,
The heavy (riangulation that such a hub provides ensures
wheel strength. So do the DLLD fims thatare standazd.

The handlebars that we didn’t care for last vear remain. The
awkward position in which they place vour hards, wrists and
arms. aids premature arm fatigue. At vour first chance, replace

theny with anaitermarket bar with a bend that you prefer. Qur
laworite is a CZ-type bar.

Sedt foam is denser now than before. Wo longar do yaichit
rock bottom as you ride. The saddle i3 ample and comfortable.

Firing up the KX i so problem. The machine will
sometimes Kick back, but not savagely. Once the engine lights
up ¥ou can almost immediatzly release the choke. The first
thing you'll notice. particularly if you fire it up before you put
vour helmet on. is the incredibly loud exhaust. The exhaust
pipe sports only-a token silencer. The hite is taken out of the
bark, but the bark i still plenty fierce. Starts zre best
accomplished in second gear. First might e ideal for really
tacky areas, but first gear {5 so short, and shorishifting second
o essential, that you find yourself having fo exacute a gear
changs about the same time that your rear wheel is passing
over the fallen starting pate. Instant dead Tast. It s best to use
second. For dry stasts, sit forward. wing it and let the clutch
go. Where traction abounds, judicious clutch slipping will get
You moving, Once you get over that slarting gate, let *er rip,

We seid shortshilting second pear works best hecause the
strong forgue curve provides hard ageelerition. Shortshilting
first through feurth is wise, but as you go up through the
gears; wind each one i little higher than the previous one.
Never shortshift fifth.

The enaine isa strong puller, but it is stll just 2 250, One
advantage of the torque curve shows up when exiting corners.
Usually, vou have a choice of iwo gears that will work. One 15
chviously a Tittle better than the other, but this extra gear
miakes tor-a forgiving ride, especially for novice racers who
somelimes lose track of how many downshilts it takes to set
up far the next bend. =
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| KX250A

Engine Tesporse is zippy—as with last year’s motor—at least
when you're standing there blipping the throtile. On the track
it's 2 different tale. The Tong-travel suspension soaks Gp more
bumps and keeps the rear wheel in more constant contact with
the ground. Whereas the first KX250 might zip about in
{racticntess bursts of wheelspin, the greater traction provided
by the new shock position transforms those wasteful bursts
inta forward thrust,

A few moere iterms did receive needed attention. Footpeas
come springloaded and they are more in the Elsinore mode
than the old KX style. We should mention that these fuotpegs
alzo come on the KX125. The grips are good, bul not great.
Levers are plain old alloy stuff, but they do have grit covers.
Normally | such paraphernalia does not impress  Californi
riders: but this winier has been particularly wef. Now we
appreciate them more. The fenders are the same ag last year:
white plastic ilems: but they didn’t crack this time around. We
crashed a ot less on this better-handling KX than we did on
the old one though. No doubt this was a contributing factor to
the fenders’ survival,

The new EX250A has abour the same amount of power as
befare, but it gets it to the ground better. Despite the rest of
the machine's improvements, this is the most important. It
tzkes a bike that was competitive last year dnd makes il
competitive this vear,

Mean green lives on! =




