Stylish, Competitive, |

: Priced Right,
Only A Few Minor llis.
Kawasaki's First Effort
s More Than Just
Another Motocrosser.




B POKER, IF YOU don’t already
know, is a pame of both patience
and action. Plavers are dealt cards,
and play them out, bidding accond-
ing o their value and the odds of
someone else having somelhing bet-
ter, Poker is also o game that should
be familiar 1o just about every mo-
torcyelist,

Asa motorcyelist, and therefore
always a potential purchaser, wou
are dealt a new hand cach vear, by the motorcyvele manufac
turers; in-the form of new and (hopelully) better models. This
is true whether vou are a streel bike buyer or an off-roadist,

The Tipanese are the most nolorious for dealing ool faney
fards. The Europeans change little. if anything, (rom vear to
yuear, but the Big Four? WOW! _

This year, afier sitling out several hands of motocrosser,
mctocrosser, wha's got the best motocrosser?, Kawasakihag
pulled up a chair. Thev want “in” for 1974, And in they are
with their KX250 ;

Although Kawasaki has produced a 250 motocrosser he-
Fore, il was only a medifisd F-11 endurn bike, which was
manufactured in Hmited quantity to qualily their special
works bikes for AMA motocross. The old F-11M had o dow-
ble-cradle Itame. good suspenzion, a had rear brake; and a host
of other items both acceptable and repretiable. These few lim-
ited-production machines were glso released lor road tests to
the riagazines, top-Might kibitzers that we are.

Fawasaki realized ihal {le press can indeed be instrumental
in not anly introducing new. machinery (o the public, but also
in helping Lo sell that machinery, The first few hikes were
given toous to see just whal we would complain about and
whal we would praise. They were guines pigs. The EX2350 is
the sum of whal Kawazaki knows aboul motocross, and whai
the magazines think they know. Modesty aside, it lurned out
Lorbee o pretiy good package,

The KX250s frame is 1 new single-downiube item with a
hefty ausset at the steering head. The frame splits convention-
ally jusl below the forward motor mount and cradles the en-
gine with two case-protecting underiubes. The entire frame is
made from whal is referred to as Jupanese chrame moly. While
this slecl. cannet meet the high standards of the Swedish
chroane moly used in Husgvarna Itames, it is mch stronger
and lighter than the mild steel used on many other bikes.

This pistan-porl Single is specially desipried Tor motosrngs.=
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Phataoraphy: Bob Atkinsan, Fernande Belaic O fFandy Figgs

Kaw. Bul initially it is stiff, particularly on the little cobhy
junk that szems to infest the corners of nearly’ every motocross
track. The front lorks simply refuse 10 work. Everything that
vou hit is transterred throuwgh the forks and handlebars 1o your
Arms.

We talked to a K250 owner al a molocrous, and he told us
thal the stiff ride wears away afier awhile. In fact; he said that
il wug necessary for hin o/go te 200wt fork oil o keep (he
forks from bottoming on the real nasty tracks (like Saddlehack
om & Thursday). The marshmallow-like landings were still
thiere, but horrendons bumps and ditches caused the unils to
bottom; once broken in.

The rear shocks were better in that they broke in right
away {whether or not they will last is another question), bt
they produced some rump-jarring when {hey were new, too.
Which brings us to another poini—the seat. The density of the
foam used on the KX's seat {s too light. You sink right down
torthe seat base the minute you sit on the bike. Thers was alsa
soine reluclance on the part of the seal (o spring hack to i3
origingl shape each time our rear ends lifted off as we rode,
Whether this is due to lack of “hreathing™ in the seat. or
whether this may also be attributed (o the loam, it was un-
cormdortable nonethaless.

The Kaw corners well. Alhoush we don’l pariicularly care
for the Dunlop knobby fitted 10 the front wheel (it wears out
quickly and has poor traction), 1he 460 iread on the rear
wheel is a real (raction getier, Front wheel washout was non-
exisient most of the time, Then, all of a sudden, it would give.
You had to be gquick to catch it, too. For the most parl, the
steering behaved itself and provided Litile rouble.

Stopping was easy (oo, The resr brake was a tad touchy,
but fo complain about 0 would be nitpicking, It is strong and
controllable. The front unit was just as up to the job as the
rear one, We expuericnced g bit of front-hrake shudder when
the bike was pew, bul it went away. Both brake hubs ane
aluminum alloy castings with magpesivm backing plates. The
front one iz a full-width binder: the rear iz half as wide. Both
are cable-operated.

Levers on the chrome moly handlebars are the tvpical
hreako specials: thal plagee Fapaness machinery. They do,
hiowever, sport grit covers that are a nice touch. The plistic
guick-turn throtile is fitted with some harder-than-Daher -
but-hetter-than-Yamaha-Enduro grips, which most people will
Iike well enough to leave alone.

Footpegs are of the folding wariety, bul dre nol spring
loaded. 1175 a shame, 1oo, as they sorely need to be. Early pegs
broke ofl becauss the ehrome moly used was of too thin a wall
thickness: but we understand this hag been correcled at the
factory.

The fenders are flaxo-flvers, bt crack readily and will e
quire immedigla replacemeant;

With DULD, rims and g smartlv-styled green fuel tank, the
EX brought out the curiosity in people wherever we {ook il
And when it fired right wp with a mininmun of hassle, well,
they were even more sirprised. 1L is an cagy machine to ride
and on which lo compete. It does npothing radically; bur doses
everything well. The KX owner iz going to have o change the
oil in the front suspension and then wait for the unils to break
in, fe-pad the szat, get some spring-leaded lootpeps and prob
ahly change the front five. But he needn’l do so to be competi-
tive. -
This vear Kawasaki is slipging their dee, the KX250, into &
deck that is already loaded with aces—CRs, VR, Y&y CFs,
and now the KX for MX. 115 vour hand (o play oul, Go ghead,
you-can't lose. B

“Tire, rear

KX2350

SPECIFICATIONS
List price :
Suspension, front . . .,
Suspension, rear .
Tire; front :

telescopic forlk
swinging arm
TN R P B
: e L T
Engine, type piston-port, two-stroke Single
Bore x stroke, in., mm ..2.74 x 2.56, 69.5 x 64.9
Piston displacement, cu. in., ¢o 15.01, 246
Compression ratio 7.9:1 (corrected)
Claimed bhp @ rpm 24 @ 2000
Claimed torque @ rpm Ib.-ft. 23.6 @ F000
Piston speed @ rpm ft./min. .., . .. 3413 @ 2000
Carburetion Milkuni VM345C
lgnition magneto GO
Oil system .. ...... ... ... oil mist oil in fuel
G capncity, pte oo 0k i el o
Fuel capacity, U.5. gal
Recommended Tuel
Starting system
Ajr filtration

; premium
prirary kick, folding erank
oil-wetted foam

POWER THRANSMISSION
Clutch

Primary drive . straight-cut gear

Finaldrive ... .... single=row chain, {5/8 x 1/4)
Gear ratios, overall: 1

DIMENSIONS el
Wheelbase, in..........

Seat height; in.

Seat width, in.

Handlebar width, in

Footpeg height, in. ... ...
Ground clearance, in.

Curb weight (w/half-tank fuel), Ib
Weight hias, front/rear, percent

DYNAMOMETER TEST
HORSEPOWER AND TORQUE
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