A few short years ago the Japanese
jumped on the motocross scene and now
every factory in Japan spews out moto-

crossers in a never ending stream. It -

looks as if the same thing' is about to
happen in trials. Yamaha makes a bog-
wheeler, so does Suzoki, znd both
Honda and Kawasaki are about to
introduce 2505 on the market (Honda
already has a 135 prieler’ that's  meant
mote for fun than serous trials work).
Kawasaki is trying to make 2 market for
their ‘bike when it's introduced and s
they have provided some of ‘the maga-
zines with pre-production models for
testing. Popular Cycling was one of those
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to offer. ;

IU's interesting to watch an expert in
action. When Lane saw the bike, bui
before hic ever rode it, he found a few
things he figured would have to be
changed. The engine was mounted too
far forward in the.frame, the swing arm
was too long, the bike needed a bit more
ground clearance, the engine was too
wide, the seat was too short and the foot-
peps could provide a better grip. He also
noticed some good items too. The bike
came equipped with the good trials tires,
the handlebars were mounted behind the
pivet in the steering head for more
precise steering control, the rear brake

For a first time effort it isn’t too bad.
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Like any other motorcycle magazine
we are very interested in getiing & motor-
gycle before it is releazed {o the public,
and like every other motorcycle magazine
we don’t haye 4 trials rider on our staff,
at least one with the capabilities of deing
an expert test of a trigls bike, So we did
what we always do when we're faced with
a problem like this, we get somecne who
can tell their rear wheel from a pickup
trizck. In this case we really Tucked oul
We don't think anvone would, or could;
argue the fact that Lane Leavitt is the
finest trials rider this country has to
offer. He has proved this both in this
country and in trials events around the
world, But enough of an introduction,
let’s see just exactly what Kawasaki has

Part of the engine’s width can ba
traced to the gil pump loceted undar
the side cover with the K" on jt.
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Street equipment, like this headlight is of
the quick disconnect typo so it can be
removed when the bike s used for
serious trials work.

Air box waterproofing is quite good, Said
box is filled with a foam element.




The KT comes equipped with tha good
trials tiras plus most of tha items
necessary to make i street lagal,

)

was rod-actuated, the front brake hub
was ouistandingly designed, the forks
were kicked out at the triple clamps and
the bike had plastic fenders, even though
they looked as if they would break on
first contact with the ground. {This
turned out to be false smeer Lane did
contact the ground with the fenders a
couple of rimes. However, the situations
he did this in were areas where if we'd
have even tried to ride the bike, we
undoubtedly would have been killed; you
can't believe where a good trials Fider con
g0 on & motorcycle.)

After taking a short ride through some
sections, Lane came in to- give us soime
apinions he picked up in that short time,
The first thing that bothered him was the
suspension, it was much too soft both
fromt and rear. Just going over a foot
deopoff found the forks and shoeks
compressing afl the way, Mot knowing
what the spring rales are because the
people at Kawasaki aren't sure (remem-
ber, the bike is a prototype), Lane
couldn't suggest what rate spring to use,
but offhand he figured the springs
should be at least twice as heavy as they
are. He wis totally convinced that the
footpess nesded to' be changed: as soon
a5 his feet pot wet he had trouble keeping
them on the pegs. A serrated edge would
be much better,

Lane also felt the front end was much
too heavy. He decided this was doe to a
couple of teasons. First, the average,
read Bultaco and Monlesa, has the

Trying for a progressive spring rate by
using two different springs doesn’t
make it. In any casa the springing is

too soft both froent and raar.

On long, steep uphill stairsteps the KT
works super dua to the long
swing arm.

ZBIFOPLILAR CYCLING

enging mounted so far rearward in the
frame that the rear engine mounts 4re
almost touching the rear tire. On the
KT-250 there's almost five inches
between the two. Leavit] also felt the bike
was originally designed with a much
shorter swing arm but that -with it it
handled too quickly for the novice rider.
Becauseof this Kawasaki lengthened the
swing arm. Lane thinks that cutting a
half to three-quarters of an inch out of
the arm would help. Anothet thing is of
course the fact that the bike is much
heavier than the Spanish trials machines.
Any of the Buropean bikes weigh in
between 190 and 193 pounds. The
ET-250 tops off at 217 pounds,

The englne was also wider than it
should be. Appin Lane fell there were
two réasons for this, The first was
obviows, With the only location possihle
for the ofl pump being on the side of the
engine, there’s an extra three or four
inches of width that's not needed, The
second reason isn't all that obvious. The

primary drive on the Kawasaki is via
gear, like all of the Japanese machines,
while the Spanish bikes drive through a
primary chain. It's much easicr to make
a thin engine when the primary. drive is
through & chain, A gear-drivéh primary
takes so much space that the chain drive
is the omly way Lo go with trials machines.

Ancther fault with primary” gears is
that ii makes it hard to fit a large
Aywheel, something Lane Fell the KT

eould use. It wasn't all that bad but he:

thought a little mote flywheel eifect
would be beneficidl.

Afler o Few more times through the
traps Lane had some more observations,
bul before he made them he also stated
that he thought the bike was close Lo
being o competitive machine. Many of
the faults he found he thought an expert
trials rider could overcome. In fact there
was one situation he thought the bike
worked better than his own Bultaco.
Going up-along, steep uphill stairsiep he
felt the Kawasaki, because of the long
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swing atin, reached out and elimbed as
well or better than any bike he'd ridden.
He really felt the bike was super in this
iype of situation.

In the stopper department Leavitt
didn’t especially like the spongy feeling
of the brakes, but he was quick to point
out that while he dido't like spongy
feeling brakes (a -matter of personal
preference), those found on the KT
worked just fine, especially the front.

Carburetion was fine throughout the
tev range. And the ignition system was as
close to waterproof as you can get.
Leavitt rode the bike up a stream to
where the water was almost gas-tank
high and the engine never missed a beat.
When we first went over the bike we felt
the air intake was too large and suscep-
tible to sucking in water. Much to our
surprise it wasn't. The KT is definitely a
mudder,

As well it should be. Don Smith is the
man Kawasaki hired to help them with
the design of the KT, and Lane informed
s that gt one time Smith waes the second
finest trials rvider in the world, and the
very best mud rider there ever was. Not
too shabby in the eredential department.

A sorc point, literally, with Lane was
the seat. It was quite short and not at all
well padded. As Leavitt pointed oud,
about the only time you use the seat in
trials riding is when you're going from
one section to the next. Then you want to
be able to sit down and have a small
amount of comfort. He saw no reason
why the seat couldn't be a bit longer,
and with at least & little move padding
priwided.

Along with the engine being a bit too
wide, Lane fell the frame was too wide
both at the footpegs, and at the rear of
the gac-tank where you keep your knees.
Because the frame stays the same widih,
ahout five inches above the footpegs as it
is at the pegs, it has a tendency to help
move your inside foor off the pep when

The frame Is too wide above the
footpegs and tends to move the inside
foot, when in a caorner, off the peg.
you're turning. Lane feels the frame
should start to taper back toward the
main spine as soon as it gets above the
peg location. Because the frame starts
out too wide at the footpegs, it stays that

way up whete the tank and seat meet.
Lane would like to see the frame a bit
natrrower there than it is. Part of the
problem can be traced to the pipe, which
isn’t tucked in the way it should be, and
the fact that the side covers don’t fit flush
up against either the pipe on the one
side, and the air cleaner box on the
other. It the frame was natoower there
both the seat and pas-tank could be
trimmed down an inch or twa. A trials
bike should be as narrow as possible for
getling through super-tight areas.

Of course neither Leavitt or us ap-

Handlebars are mounted behind the
steering head for quicker and more
precise handling.

proved of the lights, but yon must
remember that this bike is street-legal in
some states and Kawasaki wants (o keep
it this way, The horn isn't all that neces-
sary for trials work either, Happily both
the lights and horn can be easily
removed. This would also drop the
welght some eight or ten pounds.

After we rode the bike we called
Kawasaki to find out what, if anything,
would be changed on the production
model. They were aware of many of the
problems and teld us of some of the
changes that they knew wounld be mode.

These include: a six-month warranty,
four-ply trials tives, a different pipe that
includes a spark arrestor, ditferent hand
grips, o foam air filter, 24mm carbure-
tor, the same brakes as the motocross
machines, shifting on either side of the
engine, serrated footpegs, a tad less
compression and a repositioned second-
ary chain tensloner, These are just the
changes they know about, chances are
there will be more,

S0 it's kinda like Lane Leavitt said,
they’te many things- that need to be
changed, but it seems that Kawasaki is
aware of them all, Lane also gave
Kawasaki credit inasmuch s they were
the first Japanese company to come out
wilh their own design, the other trialers
from the Land of the Rising Sun are
more or less copies of the Spanish
machinery. And you must remember
what else Lane zaid, it's Kawasaki's fst
try at building a triels machine and
they've come darned close, He figures a
good tlder would dowellon the bike with
just some minor changes, You can rest
assured thai the bike that finally comes
on the market will be competitive. The

rest will be up to you. ‘%F-
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Supgested Retail Price: $1185
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