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KAWASAKI KX-125

SPEED FREAK

by the Staff of DIRT BIKE

N

SEPTEMEER 1974

Kawasalki really blew it.

Seriously blew it.

Last year, Kawasaki was
impressive. They had Brad
Lackey, Jimmv Weinert, Peter
Lamppu and Jim Cooke riding for
them. It was all paving off.
Weinert drowned the Europeans in
the mud at the Houston
Trans-AMA. Lamppu had third
place in the MNational motocross
open class. Wyman Priddy had
tenth place. Jimmy took fourth
nationally with his 250,

With a little road show and
some publicity, Kawasaki could
have szold eight jillion
motocrossers,

But they didn’t, because they
didn’t have any.

And if they had brought out
this bike, this litkle KX 125 we've
been lesting, back then ... well,
they’d he more common than
crushed beer cans at the track an
Sundays. Because this is a really
neat little hike.

It’s a six-speed, rotarv valve 125
that makes funny noises as it flies
down the track. That rotary disc
and the fancy pipe give the
exhaust a sort of a whoosh and a
whine that vou can get anywhere
in the rev range.

And that’s guite a range too,
with a maximum of 17.1 at 9500.
But just that one number doesn’t
tell the storyv. Check out the dyno
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KAWASAKI 125

PRICE: retall, approx. S840
EP;IGINE TYPE: Two-stroke, rotary
valve

single
ENSPLACEMEMNT: 124.8¢cc
BORE & STROKE: 5&6mm x 50.6mim
COMPRESSION RATIO: 8:1
CARBURETIOM: Mikuni VM265C
HP@ RPM:  (claimed) 22 @ 750

factual) 17.1 @ 9500

CLUTCH: Wet, multi-disc
PRIMARY DRIVE: Gear {3.14:1)
GEAR RATIOS: 1 ?.E?:l
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FIMNAL DRIVE: 4.61:1, chain
13-tooth countershaft
G0-tooth rear sprociket
AlR FILTRATION: Diled foam
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM: CDI
magneto
LUBRICATION: 20:1 pre-mix
RECOMMEMDED FUEL: Premium
RECOMMEMNDED OIL: Two-stroke
racing oil
FUEL CAPACITY: 1.7 callons
FRAME: Single dawntube
SUSPEMNSION:
(front) 6.3-inch telescapic
{rear) ~ 3.5-inch shocks
WHEELS: Shoulderless allay
TIRES: ({front) 3.00x21 Dunlop
[raar;:}‘ 4.10x18 Dunlop
BIMENSIONS:
Wheelbase: 52.8 inches
Ground Clearance: 7 inchas
Seal Height: 33 Inches
Handlabar width: 36 inchas
Weight: (claimed) 178 pounds dry
(actual) 187 pounds
with a quart of gas
{on front wheel] 43.3%
(an rear wheel) 56.7%
BRAKES: Drum
INSTRUMEMTS: Mone
LIGHTS: N/A
SILEMCER: Yas, quiet
SPARBK ARRESTOR: Mo
PRIMARY KICK: Yes
FARTS PRICES: (frequently replaced
items):
Piston assembly: 52116
Rings: $9.60
Clufch cable: $4.80
Cylinder: 363,80
Shift lever: $6.70
Brake pedal: $6.00
Clutch lever: 32,90
Front fender: $13.92
Rear fender: $24.30
Throttle cable: $4.64

£
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when vou get the front end of a
bike sorted out; the shocks are
suddenly terrible. Since the KX
didn’t have impressive absorbers
to begin with, we assume that this
would have happened. Anyway,
that's what did happen with the
KX 250 we tested a while ago.
Let’s get back to the good stuff;
this time, the brakes. Both are
super. You ecan adjust the front
for either extreme: two-finger
lock-up with next-to-no lever
travel; or back off everything so
that full-on occurs when the lever
iz against the throttle. Or just
leave it somewhera in between. In
any and all cases, the action is
positive and controllable. And the
brakes work without any twist,
unlike some sloppy brakes we've
used that want fo torgue the
handlebars one way or another.
The back stopper just about
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: SO finishes off the full-floating brake
having trouble finding iHoth. ko, The  teat braks 35 a

cable-operated unit with a long
ELSI“nnE anchoring arm, and it works fine.
Better than a lot of floating units
Pnnrs we had the misfortung of locking
up

and accessories? There was some amount of
./ unnecessary activity at the back
end during the usual hard-braking,
nasty-terrain situations, but it’s a
suspension problem again.
We had gearbox troubles an our
last riding day with the KX 125,
right before we gave it back. Two
s A By e things happened, each experienced
e Complete stock of Elsinare parts | by all the test H'E]m First, we had
Tom Sawyer Bronze swingarm trouble downshifting out of the
Bushings upper gears. The trans seemed to

KENDICK’S NEW EXP
CARBURETOR IT'S QUICK!

® Quick way to more horsepower,

B Quick throttle response with
broader power band,

® [luick starting and non-flooding.

e Redline swingarm for 125'% & | be hung up above third, but each | §| ® Quick adjustable external jetting.
250's time, it could be cured by using | §| ™ Ouick installation — no pulse or

® Koni aluminum shock body kits the clutch, just that once. Then vapor return line hookups.

& Custom parting things went right for a long while EXP carhuretors are avzilable in  29mm,

®  Frame cutting after 33mm- and A0mm. Complete kits from

° = 249,95, Our kits work beautifully on both

| . And the other thing would only
Speedy shipment of all mail orders happen after a sixth gear straight;
call or write - - - someone would be bombing along,

Tom Sawyer Honda shut everything down for the
26062 Bouguet Canyon Road corner, and snap down three or
Dept DB four gears. Usually there’s some

Sﬁg%;g%j;fgﬁ amount of engine braking at this

Cont'd. on page 96

2- and £-cycle engines. Reed or piston port
induclion systems. Write for information.
When ordering specify make, modal.

KENDICK Elg'l'learing
L520 DeSoto, Chatswerth, California 91311
Phone (213) 852-8668 Dept.-D

Hop sp and high performance wark aur specialty
e —
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KONI
ALUMINUM

B FOAMESG = NS VISCO5ITY CHAMNGE
MOLY DISULFIDE ADDED FORE SUPEE LUBRICATION

T . i S 4 OVERLAPPIMG WISCOSITIES
SHOCK BQDY KIT i DLRS PETRCILE‘LIM EQUIVALENT

SOET Sobs WERSHT
HAEDIL b 15=30 WEIGHT

FDR 1 1.9 faod 12.4-12,9 -lg.q :'pf}“h FlRm :;EE ':-Isg::

KT HeCLUQES

SHOCK BODIES, PRE-MEASURED FLUID

INMSTRUCTHOMS & ALL MECESSARY HARDW ARE
$49.95

3 : 200N HOLLYWODD WAY B:iB.ﬁNK, CALIFORMIA  F1505
Ak y
DEALERE B DISTRIBLTORS WANTED (313} BdE-g7as
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CYCLE PARTS UNLIMITED

DIRT BAG

HOLDS COMPLETE
SET OF TOOLS
Umiversal ool bag rellz ‘up-into
compact -package Ehat can be
cirapped to crossbar, frame or
rear fender. Heavy duky viny | wikh
attached streich cords. Foam
paddad interior to prevent fools
from rattling. Rich blzck color.

Retails at only $E.95,

Hew E/F/U cataleg . . . largest in the
indastry . . . enly 3300 pastpiid.

CYCLE PARTS UMNLIMITED, IMC.
1426 E. Douglas « Wichita, KS. 67214
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point, but the KX would feel like
it was in a neutral. If you pushed
down ancother cog, there’d
definitely be a gear, but it would
be the wrong one. One too low
and the engine would really sing.

On the other hand, if you
ignored the neutral feeling, went
through vour corner and gof back
on the gas, it would turn out to be
in the right gear. Strange. Maybe
the detent was sitting in the slot,
but it wasn’t fully engaged.

However, it happened after a
solid month of riding and
probably  reflected szome worn
surfaces. But we let you down
again because we didn’t find out
exactly what was going on. and we
gave the bike back.

Encugh apologizing.

BITS AND PIECES

The KX reglly is one of thoge
bikes wou read about that makes
people walk up to you and tell
yvou how good looking it is. They
did it all the time. We usually sold
them subscriptions to the
magazine,

Layout was good, fitting our
entire range of editors without
any hassles. That’s from a high of
six feet to a low, low of 57 8",

Kawasaki has pumped a lot of
pleasant little details into this
machine. Examples are the fuel
filter already in the line (though
it’s one of the kinds we didn’t
like); the inspection hole for
adjusting the carb even though it’s
inside the rcases (rotary,
remember?); the double sheaths
on wear points of the cables; the
cap that locks the chain adjuster
onto the swingarm, preventing the
all-too-common  rotating adjuster

| problem.

Two more details deserve
special mention. The first is the

| inspection screw in the fork caps.

| dipstick.

You just use a big screwdriver lo
get it out and then you can check
the level of the fork fluid with a
Fabulous. Doubt is

| banished forevermore.

And the second is the manual.
Instead of the old-style rider’s
handbook, Kawasaki gives you
what amotunts to a shop manual.
The kind vou used to have to pay
ten bucks for. It’s ‘a genuine
maintenance manual, giving you
all kinds of values to measure
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They're back fissues but they'll never bz
dated. The concise detailed information en
products and performance are just 3z per
tinent today as the day they were written.
Available in limited guanlities. Don't miss
T
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pigle
Big Printing

Tired of bruksing vour Beezer . .
Knicking your knobbiss . . . skinnin
our  shing? Well, HOW TO WIN A
ACING, written by the editors of DIRT
BIKE Magazine, could be the answer ta
your problems.

Learn how to gat ztarted, haw to
ride in sand, over rocks, ﬁaxsrng, sliding
water hazards, |umpmf ow to gat in
shape, what machine for what use, how

sponsored and, heaven farbdil]

CFI HI G

Ace Gar"!‘yr Bailey s, .
HDW TO WIN AT RACING has Eﬂl t-l.'l
be the best thing for dirt bikers in years.”

O NN N NN N B N BN S S e
HOW TO WiN AT RACING
| Box 317, Encino, Calif. 21316 ]
] £2.00 plus 50g for postage and handling. y |

ax

IEMI&SEH g ey check (or money nrdﬂ]' I

. Pleass send me copyiias)
[ ] :}f the HGW TO WIN AT RACING book. |

1

g Name
§ Address
I Ciry

l State

SEFTEMEER 1474

Zip
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parts against so that wou catch
worn  components before they
result in DNF's. That even
includes litfle things like brake
return springs and all. There'’s even
a picture showing how to use a
plastic bag to lube your cables; if
someone had sent that in to us as
a hot setup, we would’ve paid
them five dollars.

And we have a couple of
snivels. MNaturally. First one was
fthe flat rear tire. It happened

twice. Seems that one of the
rimlocks just wore oul the tube.
Twice. Ugh. We hate changing
tires.

The footpegs are held in place
with a simple bolt through the
mount. The constant flopping of
the pegs wears out the cheap bolt
fagt. Eeplace those bolis with the
best vou can find, or you’ll be
sorry later.

White plastic fenders seem to be
the styvle these days: admittedly,
they're light and neat looking, but
we found cracks in the rear one. [L
also got permanently deformed
and discolored when George
managed to get himself run over

by a Maico. It locked like one of |
those plastic dishes that’d been |

left on a stove by accident.

One last snivel. The air box
design is simple and the snap-on
side/number plates are ‘a pood
idea. But we're not convinced that
the seal is adequate for a really
sloppy motocross track with water
crossings and such things on it.
The drain for this box is a plastic
thingie at the boltom that swivels;
turned in the wrong direction, it
could act like a scoop for water
thrown off the rear tire. We'd
suggest you 3M it down.

SUMMARY

Super-neat and competitive, If
you go to the trouble {and yvou
should) and seort out the
suspension, then vou can give the
local Elsinores some real
competition. Because once you
get past that hassle, vou'll be able
to drive the KX around fthe track

| with- a complete disregard for
Stuff it into corners, do |

sanity.
mighty leap®, throw rocks at the
people behind wvou, all that neat
stuff.

It’s just too bad they didn’t
have this thing on the market last
wear, instead of giving away the
first innings to Honda. =]
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EXPERTS

TRIUMPH SUZUKI

of
POMONA, CAL.
10%0° E. HOLT [714) 6234431

FAST MAIL ORDER SERVICE

Bikes + Parts - Accessories
Gatalo

Used by the U5 CZ Bacing Team
Gives impraved WP, thraughout
the entire EPM Range

125 CF St 35295

125 Reed, 250, 400 CZ's $57.95

Engines by Chenda Lelck
Rebuilding aed Cimbom porting By a real
axpart, 25 yreoin the CF factery. He
kngws his siufill

Alse: parts for

PEMTON DEW RICKMAN INDIAN
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When you're
serious about car-

buretion . . . consider
the LAKE INJECTOR.

Incrassed MorEsRowanr
Imrmediate starts

Improved gas rmilage
Availabla for 2 & 4 eysle

L BN R
Marketad axclusively Dy

INTERMATIONA
EMNGINEERIMNG
13240 NORTINLP WY
DENEvUE W 95005
206 T4& 5750
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