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hat i i5 iz a full-house scrambler,

pure and simple. [t doesnt have
lights ‘and ‘it dossnt have a homn and it
doesn't have side reflectors and it doesn’t
have a muffler, Mumber plates come with
the bike, already bolied on. 1% a Tacer un-
compromised. And it 1=, after a very short
pericd of development time, ons of the
wvery best racers around.

They call it the Green Streak in all the
adveriisements and press releases, hecause
of its peculiar lime-green gas tank. The
name fits. 1% also a streak—mbut curiously
well-mannerad.

You've been to a scrambles meet, right?
And you must have been taken by the pe-
culiar starting ritual common to nearly
every racer. [t poes something like this:
run along beside the bike. jump on after
attaining the necessary forward wvelocity,
lev out the clutch, come to a stop. Repeat.
Repeat again. Get a fviend Lo help push.
And then whip out the plug wrench. be-
capse by this time the spark plug is hope-
lessly fouled.

Meanwhile the rest of the racers in that
heat are on the ling, busily revving awav
at their engines to keep their plugs from
fouling. Occasionally one will take a lap
to cool off the enpina.

And this other competitor is still push-
ing. The bike, with its new plug, fires spor-
adically. The rider hops off and circylates
in these mad little loops with the hike all
leaned over Lo one side [this last to clear
out the foat bowl)l. Fimally he's readv.
Ready to gnit is what he's ready for, be-
cauze he's mad. which will pass, and he's
exhausted, which won't.

When' we picked up the Kawasaki 238
Green Streak scrambler we were assured
by the racing department of that well-re-
spected orgeanization that, yes, the kick-
starter was fungtionsl and ves, the hike
colld be brought to life quite easily with
that deviee. Not so, we said. Surely you
jest, we said. We Know about the Ritual,
wie said. All right, they said, find aut for
vourselves,

And we did. The Streak never once, in
the course of two full wesks of testing.
failed to sian on the first or seécond kick.
And equally unbelievably, it never failed to
settle down to & mice comfortable idle.
How- many scramblers are theve that ac-
tually know how 1o idle? Precious damn
few, welll wager. If any beside the Streak
idle, we aren’t aware of them.

There's a reason, of course: Scrambling
15 & sport which makes inordinant demands
ofl staming and physical conditioning. The
people at Kawasaki knew this when they
laid out the first Green Streak. They also
knew that push-starting a2 knebby-tired
motorcyele down one hill 2nd up anothsr
was Just as fatiguing as the cace iself, and
it all their progressive Criental wisdom
saw it to do something aboutit. They only
made one mistake with this kickstarter
thing: the kickstarter lever itself is not se-
cured adequately. It tends to Aop around
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beside the bike during the course of o race,
making Lhings difficalt for the rider’s brake
fool. 'We asked a member of Kawasaki's
racing department about this: do the rac-
ers use the lever for starling and then re-
move it just prior to the heat? Mo, they
don’t: They anchor-it in place with a length
of inneriube. Rest assured. though, that
thiz problem: will be taken cdre of on sub-
sequent models.

Adl right, so the Kawasaki stares: how
does it run? Very well. It's engine, like
every olher two-stroke Kawasaki in the
world, is equipped with a rotary valve in-
take svitem, the benefits of which are well-
known: since with a rotary valve intake
timing is independent of exhaust timing,
more fueliair mix can be crammed into
the combustion chamber—which means
mare power. Or, if you prefer, the rotary
valve can be adjusied 1o give a broader
forgue curve.

But there are draw backs. The carburetar
must be located hard by the rotary valve,
which means the crankeasze is effectively
wider; and air must be ducted from 3 re-
mate gir cleaner, since o run a scrambler
without an aircleaner is suicidal and 1o lo-
cate the gircleaner close By the carburétor
would widen the crankeases to such an ex-
tent that cornering would be oul of ihe
Guestion:

And the problem. in the case of the
Gireen Streak. s similar to the problem
experienced with the Kawasaki Avenger
hop-up project: the engine runs oul of air.
During the lest we drag-raced the 23%
against a similarlv-configured Full-house
scrambler, and the 238 lost degizively. 115
engine simply wouldn't rev tight enoigh.

The solution an the 3500 Avenger. you
may recall (Cvele, Wavember), entailed
pulling the rubber carburétor covers away
from the crankcases, permitting = grester
fow of air through the intake system. The
same solution would work on the CGreen
Streak—provided the owner didn't mind
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takmg & chance on filling the engine with
grit. Fortunately there are other solations,
one of which 5 to replace the 1027 M-
2658C) Mikuni earburetor with a 32mm.
Amal Concentric and insall a Typhoon
breather in the carburstor cover: This
breather is- 2gquipped with a fine, fuzzy
filter element that provides both an ade-
quate merease inoair flow and 3 modicum
of filtratiosn. The carbiretor, urdnrtunately.
dees not bolt right on. A flange plate has to
be fabricated for il. But whar racer, what
devanE rader, ever shied awav from a [etle
machinmg?

In addition to this carbureior change.
Bawasaki tells s thai even mors perforst
ance 15 available if ke rotary. valve s
shaved a litile. Ten degrees in apening ard
tweclve deprees closing (in other words the
valve is modified o open ten degrees soon-
er and close twelve degrees latery seems 1o
ke the ticket.

Aside from these alteraiions (and an ad-
ditional change related 1o cxpansion cham-
ber configurationt the Green Streak s
ready 1o flv right out of the crate. Few, if
any, modifications are needsd in the hand:




ling: department. Front forks (telescopic,
of course) provide more than ample travel
—somewhers in excess of 775 and the rear
units dre adjusiable and. we found, more
than adequate. [Apparently Kawasaki's
standands are somewhat tougher than ours.
The Green Streak Recing Team bikes were
equipped. with Maverick rear thocks for
the MNorth-South scrambles, which they
won. incidentally, and then were exchanged
for Telesco units just pricr to Fepperell)

The 2385 chassis fulfills the most im-
ponant prérequisites for good performance
in rough going. IU's of the full double-
cradle type. two twbular loops emanating
from the steering head running Beneath. the
engine’s crankcases and curving up behind
the transmission and back to the steering
head. Brages joining. the wwo loops arc
welded in in front of, beneath, and behind
the engine, 2nd the sicering head (known
also as- the nose of the frame) iself 1s
positively located by heavy gusseting. Gius-
seting also supporls the swing-arm pivet
and the struts attached to the chassis’ upper
section serving as mounting points for the
seat-and the shock absorbers. It's a chassis
that's: npid—very impottant—and  also
very- light:

Stearing head inclination (rakel is set at
45 degrees—a bit much for RAattracking,
say—but idezl for high-speed scrambling.
And trail measures 4.26 inches: Trail, by
the way, is determined by measuring ke
distance between the tire's contact paich
and a_line intersecting the surface of the
ground drawn through the center of the
steering head. Trail, in cenjunction. with
rake, determines the self-aligning. ability
of the frant wheel.

The Kawasakil had pleaty, under most
circumstances. The only area in which the
233"1'&11_ a lictde unsure of iself was-in the
sand pit. Mow sand does strange things 1o
steering geomelry: since il's soft, the front
wheel sinks into it. And in sinking the
tire’s contact patch moves forward, thos re-
ducing trail, and reducing the tize's seli-
aligning tendency. So it wanders. and tends
to “fold under” if wrned too far too fasi,
It happened to the Green Streak, though

nol 50 severely as 1o the other scrambler
that was an the scene. But any steering ar-
Tangement is & compromise of sorts, and
what indignities: the Kawasdki suffercd st
the hands of the sand pit it more than com-
pensated on firm, dry ground—where, inci=
dontally, it was designed o be (Jeave the

sand e the desert ras)
~Its a forgiving handler the Gireen Stroak
it, forgiving in the sense thar the wild-eved
sweaty-palmed novitiale can pet himself
into all manner of difficulty withoui paying
the price that vour averape W-E'd 5-P4
beginner must pay. And herein fies an 55-
pect of more than passing significance: As
it comes from Kawasaki, without the al-
lerations previously mentioned (to the rear
shocks, intake system, enc.). it does its job
superbly. IU's tractable, the engine gives the
impression that it'll never hurt itself. the
bike s 2asy to adjust o angd inordinately
comfortable 1o ride for long periods of
time. And it's beautifully balzneed, with
as low a center of gravity as is possible
with 9 inches of pround learance. The per-
fect beéminners scrambler. & motorevele
which will morg than hold wp its end of
the deal, frécing the rider’s concentration
(Continued on page 78]
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Engine type ... Two-Stroke rotary
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KAWASAKI F21M 238cc SCRAMBLER

COMprassion ratior. . oo amwss s Fol]
CArbUTBtion - s oo s e Z6mm, Mikuni
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- DRAFTING KITS
GIVEN TO YOU!

an you frain af home.
A with NASD for o

~cme~HHGH PRY JOB
N &AFTIHE!

Take your pick of 1000 big
wlary jobs open @ Droftsmen,
1.5, Lebar Dept. reports “415%
mare Drattnen needsd in nexd 10
yers—not epough apslizants ol
iohs available now " Easy home-
=y plan bas helped 1002 bepianers
tomard: §555 5, seconity, premige
§ &= Draftimen—many with
only grade 5chaol raining.
Oithers reporl good exrnings
o draftine part fime while sl
laarming. Why not you?

- %
RUSH COUPON FOR FREE KTt

o

-

e

Mall coupon for FREE "DRAFTING o FUTURE
CAREER KIT," Sample Lesson, Drati- (il it
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ng Inetrurnept 2.20- 0 Pl AETon—y
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Rusit “DRAFTING CAREER KiT." including a-:..pu,]
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CYCLE TRAILERS i

BUY DIRECT AND SAVE!

WRITE FOR BROCHURE \“.&_
Sgh track BDOIb. carrying capacity . .. Dbl

frack 1000 b capacily . .. 3 track 1200 |b

capacity . . 480x8—4 ply General tires on 4

lug demountanle wheels (980x1 2—$12.50 eytra

per frailer) . .. tzil lights, license bracket &

connector . . Nontipper track oaded for safety
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Single track traiter ... ®1769:50
Deuble frack fraiter 214200
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KINGFISH TRAILER MFG. CO.
Rt 2, Box 1428
Lean Vallzy, San Amtanio, Texas 78228

All Trajlers: F.O.8. oor plant
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for more important matters—Jlike learning
how to Tide.

Used 1o be the people who took scram-
bling seviously didn't pay mivch attenticn
o brakini. But that’s all different now:
probably due 1o the invasion last vear of
Eurepe’s finest motocrass riders (who used
the— (God Forbid —irany brake, and used
it hard). a scrambler’s stopping ability is
becaming o consideration of more and
more Imporiance. We leanéd on the Green
Streak’s brakes awfully hard during the
test, racing for periods of halfhours and
hours, gunning through sand and water
every lap. The brakes never changed. They
never Taded, they never got hot 2nd erabby,
they mever lost iheir nice soft progressive
feel. The front brake was adiusted so thai
it wouldn’t Tock up, and we felt after the
test that the Green Streak probably wouldn't
ever need a compression release.

Clutch and transmission are in keeping
with the penerally excellent quality of the
bike. The elutch ig similar to that on
Kawasaki's F2 and F3 (1750 with the
exception of the number of clutch plaies.
The Streak’s clutch boasts 5 [riction dises
and 4 clutch plates (one more friction dise
thiin the F2) to handle the increased torque.
All cluteh parts, interestingly. are inter-
changeable with those of the F2, which
means lower cost for the company and
lower cost for the buyer, if nothing else.

“The transmission (again, interchangesble
with that in the F2) functioned Taultlessiy
whether shifting was done in conjuncticn
with the clutch or not. The only thing we
weren't wild about was the fact that neutral
is “all the way down.” Such an arrange-
ment is perfectly. satisfactory for the sreet,
but we found ourselves. in the heat of com-
petition (what little heat we could muster),
skipping past first and hitting neutral svery
time we downshifred, But then again we're
sloppy—good chance it wouldnt happen
with & real live racer al the helm:

As we mentioned earlier, there i one
additional modification recommended by
the factory: the fabrication of a downswept
exhaunsl pipe. Scemingly for no other rea-
son save keeping the riders left leg from
parbroiling, the down-pipe is slightly dif:
ferent dimensionally from the high-pipe.
To make the alieration: oblain a 2% pipe
I57 long. curved fo & six-inch radius, and
weld it 1o the frant of the expansion cham-
ber. Stinger dimensions should be chanpad
to 12" long with an inside diameter of
Tlmm. That's all there is to if.

The Kawasaki Factory, ncedless to sav,
is interested in winning a lot of races with
the new Cireen Streak, and the factory per-
somnel -are more than willing to help—
both the high-powered experi-class racers
and the wet-behind-the-twist grip begin-
ners. The factory will supply complete
muodification specs to anvone who asks for
them. Thit's the way o po racing. -all
right. And the Kawasaki Green Streak
looks [0 be the way Lo win. ®
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