By Tony Wiwtrpihwy

wg got our first look at the KT 250
i Japan in Juna. it was then too
early for g test so we had to wait until
g official infroduction ai the Kawacak]
Superbike Internationzl at Laguna Se-
ca. Their press preview was followed
by a day's ride in the hills of Northern
Galifornia sampling the power and
chassis characieristics. We came away
conmvinced that-Kawasakl mow Difers
the best trials bike bullt in Japan, offer-
ing features and performance thal
more than rvals the Spaniards.

Lnlike their comtemporarias, Kawasa-
ki: chose o build a nsw trizls engine
rather than modity an existing one and
fit it to & trials frame: With the help of
three-time European [rials champicn
Don Smith, prototypes were. built 2nd
tested under actual trials competition.
Cince Smith and the other riders were
convinced ithal the engines/chassis
combination was capable of winning
Irfernaticnal evends, plans went ahead
for a production version: incorporating
all the profotype’s fealures plus a few
more fike lights and conveniences like
a sidestand.

Finished in Kawasaki's tamcous lime
green, the maching is obviously g frial-
ar. With gobs of cround clearance and
an aimost tofally hidden exhaust sys-
tem there’s ro doubt as to it's ntend-
ed use. While it is aciually cnly. a mat-
ter of individual teste, we feel that the
KT 250 is about the best laoking trail-
ar, combining form with function:

The all-alloy engine is over-sguare
with a E9mm bore and B5mm sloke.
Few trials angines offer unigue fea-
fures, and the KT-250 doesnit’ break
with that fradition. |t does dffer aulo-
matic il injection lilke the Yamaha, bul
na revolutionary reakthrougns in port-
g or carburetion are ' claimed. Therg's
1i-harsapower for thosa interested and
18- ft.-lbs. of lorgue at 4000 rpm. The
latter is imporiant ‘as is the feel™ of
tne power. Trals machines don't have
loogo fast but must be able 1o operate
al law rom without stalling.

One thing that’s unigue to the Kawa-
=aki I5 the cylindar head. Inside. it pro-
vides: for 3 compression ratio of 71,
buf outsige it is obvious that il was
designed 10 give lhe exhaust system
room: bengath the tank. [t is flat, no
deeper than two inches at its widast
point, rather than being a large-finned
head with & cul out for the head pipe:
The cylinder, ‘too, is a departure from
the norm for Kawasaki. Rather than
fong, through-studs the cvlinder is: se-
cured fo the cases by a base flange
‘and short studs)

The crankcases themselves gre vary
Tha KT 280 i & good exampie af form
foligwing function. It Is & first-

clags trials bike and attragtive at
the sarme time, Finsh (5 ime graan.
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An all-nmaw engine unit was developed
o power the all-new maching. There's
plenty of low spead pulling power.

Top spead is shade aver 60 mph. Note
the "flat” head that allows the pipe

; fo it sasihy beneath the gas tank,

Aoar whesl features snal-type chaih
adjtisters and ehain offer in swing
arm. The knurfad knol controds the
amaount of ol flow for varping
temperaturas. Chain tensioner iz

an abgolule must on a trals ke,

Lightweight front end features
forward mounted axle and the most
intricale Grake jevar we've avar seen.
It’s thar way lo keep from snagging
brush and causing tha wheel o lock

HKHKAWASAKI
ON TRIAL

Even the Spaniards
will be surprised
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KT-250

Base Price as tested. 3200 00 (approx, )

Faclory Warrany. . oo Gimes.
ENGINE

Type.. S“'frgée ,.-y' 2-ztroke. pision part
Borex stmkfe it e B
Clalmed HE & rpm ; fI,I Q ESOK

Claimed torque @& rom TS5 8 fbs @ 4000 mm
Comprassion ratio. . ORIl 0 T T
Lubsication system. ... S..:pe«ul.rbﬂ ot Iniagiian)

Carbusetion. ... ..Mikum. V2850 [ 26mm)
Air Fller .. - e pave o

lgmificn - systam;,. SSERR  : Te 14 ] (o
Electrical ar&lamF‘}fr ".'eau Tﬂ‘gﬂ&{ [y Baitery]
Slarting. ... Rk s.rarre"nn'rar:.-' Slesteny
Exfaust.. .U:nswﬁ.l}r willt rlfar ! spars. arresier

DRIVE TRAIN

Prinsary Sratico.. e 3 2R3 T
Cluteh, i PR o M o THT T3+t
Trar-gm:ssmn.‘smrl: e apee St ool
Gear Ratos. ., _3.1-?5|',"_ 28BN, 1 BEE

R e

Final driverratio . ... oo 00 P SRS TS)

CHASEIS AND SUS-PEHSID_N

Frame: Lol e G T uBlET, dioubis cradis
Suspension,

Tromt. L TRiescopie: fovk, Zway o miped
T8, . cHydraeie - shookdudl rate Spning
Brakes, -
L oty R R i S AR o S e S o, T I
{1 e ek R A e et it Bl 1= i e
TS,

fromt, . LT ERET Trieks: Pattern
rear Lo s Triels Ealten
Rim In-cka f'rcmt.-'rear ST e B T

WEIGHTS AND CAPACITIES

Weight, wet, Unladen.................207 pounds
FUBl CRpBCIN . . 0 i s o D i BrS
Gl sank cagacily. . o i
STANDARD EGUIPMEI"-IT

Speadometar. e s DOV TG A0
e T A s MRS E S b o T T B | A ¥EF
Slamd o Rt & e sland

S
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narrow. A CEl magneto is driven off
the left side of the crankshatt whils the
primary drive is on the right. The oil
injection pump occupies the front por-
tign of Ine right side cover shead of
e cheich anc primary drive. All very
compack.

The gear driven five-speed transmis-
sinn utilizes tvpical trials-lype gear
ratios, The firsl three are low, intended
prirmarily for use within a seztion; while
the top two are spread a little farthar
apar for use at higher spzeds. With
the combinaticn. of internal and overall
gedr rafics provides a maching capable
of geing from 5 to 35 mph in third gear
and yel siill possessing & high gear
that allows a BO-plus maximum. The
shifting. like all the other controls, was
smooth and effarliess.

A well-tucked-in kick starier lever is
mounted on the right side along with
an almost hidden rear brake laver. The
left side shifter mounts almest vertically
to keep it out of the way of rocks and
busties and since the shift shall gro-
trudes from both sides of the caszes if
cart be switched over to right shift far
Bultaco or early Monlesa riders.

Carburetion is supplied by a 26mm
Wikuni altached to a large air cleanar.
Fitted with .2 starler jet, the carb pro-
vided two kick starting every time, het
or cold. The air cleaner i3 easily ac-
cessible by remaving one of the plastic
side Covers!

In the chassis depaiment the KT af-
fers a double downtube frame thai
doubles as a skidpisle where it runs
peneath the engine: ©F small diameter
fubing, the frame is conveniional Tor a
trials machine. |t is designed to suppart
the enging and suspenszicn and still
rave room left over 1o kesp all of the
other essentizl componants inboard of
e frame,

Up frent a st of interpal soring iefe-
scopic forks support & 2 75%21 frials-
tired wheel on a Bullaco-style forward
mounted axle Mon-parallel alloy fork
crowns lock onto the tubes with allen
bolts a2nd allow for the fubes ta move
up er down, depending on yvaur
geomatny preterence. 4 clever bracket
hocked between the two crowns suo-
ports the small shielded headlight.

In-the rear 3 4.00x18 irals tire is
mourtes to a light weight allay hub
and wheel, Snail-tvpe adjusters and a
spring-loaded. chain lznsioner are in-
cluded features. Alzo the left tubs: ol
Ihe swing arm contains oil for the ad-
justable. chain eiler. The right side
rmounts: the Bidesiand.

Fram the rider’'s position the ma-
chine. instantly feels like a compétiive
trials -Bike. 'With nothing jufting out
against your legs it ‘"fesls’’ even nar-
rovaer than il s, Al control locations
seam right ‘and the attractive  slimline
tank and seal blend smoothly togeiher.
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# TRAIN AT HOME TO BE A

Motorcycle

Mham'c

1L vou like o
ridle 2 pyele
for fun .. . leacn bow to fix

it for profit Can voo imagine & beltes wiy Lo
et vour Bving T And to make it even better, the
Pty prost—ahothor vou ehoose 16 work in a
eyl shop for sameene olde or desitls o st
YO o oy Cle TEDRIr Buasiness,

Minw, thanks to Noril Amcrican, thene's a fast,
ey Wy [0 gel the Trxining vou noed L al hone in
your spare time. Do nesd Lo Gl schonl or vour job.
Faperts show vou stepe-he-slop svervehing From
miner Brne-ups to maior nverisazk,

CYGLES ARE BIG BUSINESS
... AND S0 IS FIXING THEM!

There are mare Ehan 3 mlifles cycles ragistercd
in the L& feday. Flos 2n estimated 3 million
sz dirt hikes Bol thers are femer than 10,000
mtoniytle mechaaics apailahie fo repalr them:
([Ipaping soly das sechand: far avery GO0 oo
fypctaall B wonder taneer cpporhuniifes. are 50
great, o oand paffeg better every cay. The dop
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Attraction in Your Cirele of Friends . . .

Be'the envy of friends & neighbors
a5 they ook around to watch vou
tear dowrn and tune-up all kinds

of motoreyeles. And jost think of

. the stisfaction in knowing you've
2 pot the bestoerforming bike in
i Pl you can make extra
dollars fixing motor

your friends nnd neighbors.

SEND FOR FREE CAREER KIT
Czet all the fzcts now .. with-
it cbdfaﬁbn. Be the fizzt in
your relghberhond 1o cagh in
on the Bigdemand for molor=
Cyele M e

Muil Covpon Now!
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Corears by Poome-Sdaly
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: NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPRIZ |
1 A5 Campus 1 pepts 2E38¢ Hewpor Esich, $R 92552 I
1 Rush FREE “Career Kit'" on how'| can 1
| become an expert Motoreyele Mechanic. :
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KAWASAKI TRIALS

corimiodd o rage <0

Even the separate sidecovers are
formed into. both the fanx and seat.
And the exhaust! The only evidenge
ihat it has & pipe; muflles and spark
arreclor 12 the spark arresior porlicn

jutting ‘out_bahind the: right rear shock,

A brief ride tells you that the KT isa
good trials bike. A longer ride makes
you realize just how good, 's nimbile;
tractable and yet iz not horting for
power whan it's really nesded. It
it wou want it:te. i

plonk. 0l scream

b o N ey 3 x o,
has steering and suspension that is
predictable under the most adverse
conditions. t's a machine 1hat canm ba
criticized in several rezpecis but all of
item border on nitpicking,

For instance. We found that the rear
frame locp supparting the rear plashic
ferider was so nigh that it would occa-
sionally slap the rider just below lhe
fallbane. I's suppossd to be |lowsrsd
an the next batch since apparently
several tesl riders had also complained
of il The foolpegs have flat tops, mak-
ing them polentially slippery in wet go-
ing: The forks, &t least on our test
bike. were & [itlle’ on the weak side,
bottaming several times with 150
pounds of rider aboard. This, howsver,
is sometbing that might be rectitied by
the individuzl by carelul selaction of
fork oil. In any case, better soft than
too hard

That's it. We spent am afteracon
aboard 2 KT in Japan and nearly g full
day anone in CGalifornia and could
comea up with no other criticisms, And
those that we did point cuf could be
changed by a competent rider on a
Selurday zfternoon, All the other sys-
tems ware GO, It thercughly impressed
us and due credit should go i¢ bath
Don Smith-and Kawasak for producing
such: & fing machine on the first tny
We predict that you'll be seeing lofs of
them in local evenis and from among

ihem will come lots of winners. -

Keep ‘em clean with §

Spray il en...
hose it off

| sparkling
clean!
Removes

W grease

= and dirt.
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